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This volume on the Iran-Iraq War and its legacy is intended to be a handy 
reference guide to Iraqi and Iranian military vehicles and artillery, spanning 
the beginning of the Iran-Iraq conflict, to the Persian Gulf War of 1990-91, 
and finally the 2003 invasion of Iraq. l'm keenly aware that this book is only 
a drop in the ocean of material covering this conflict; due to the nature of 
the series, its scope is limited to ground equipment used by both sides of 
that conflict. It doesn't cover the so-called Tanker War, the extensive air 
battles between Iran and Iraq, or the ballistic missile campaign known as 
"The War of the Cities." However, many other similar volumes, of excellent 
value to both the modeller and the historian, are readily available from other 
publishers. 


For those who remember the Iran-Iraq War, it may seem profoundly ironic 
that Iran is now deeply involved in Iraqi national affairs. Iranian ground 
forces have helped Iraq defeat the regional threat of ISIS, while the Iraqi 
army, having suffered near-defeat at the hands of ISIS, is once again being 
rearmed with a mix of US and Russian military hardware. As this book goes 
to publication, Israeli strike aircraft have conducted covert strikes on missile 
depots belonging to Iraqi Shi'a militias and their Iranian backers, highlighting 
the complex nature of the conflict between the many factions in the Middle 
East. Such actions, combined with US sanctions against Iran and Iranian 
efforts to galvanize their surrogates in Yemen, Lebanon, Syria, and Iraq, 
threaten to widen into a larger regional conflict. 


No doubt this part of world will keep producing material for further volumes 
to come; for now, | will thank all involved in this production, including Slawek 
Zajaczkowski, Pere Valls, and Matt Reeves, as well as Paul Kunkels and Ar- 
turas Skyrus for their and for that matter all my friends from Facebook who 
assisted, [you know who you are], in this research project. 


Tii Iran-Irag War and its Legacy is the title of 
i ew this volume, which covers the vehicles of 
the Iranians, Iraqis, and MKO during that massive conflict, 
as well as a number of Iraqi vehicles that were later used 
in Kuwait and beyond, bringing us neatly to the 2003 US 
invasion, the Iraqi insurgency, and the wider conflict with 
ISIS. To understand the nature of the Iran-Iraq conflict, it 
is essential to begin with the main personage associated 
with this and ensuing conflicts - Saddam Hussein, a man 
with monstrous regional ambitions, combined with a 
ruthlessness and bloody determination to not only turn 
Iraq into a regional superpower, but also to produce 
the first Arab nuclear bomb, along with a vast array of 
chemical weapons and conventional arms-producing 
facilities. In his multitude of ambitions, Saddam would find 
a rogues’ gallery of foreign helpers prepared to sell every 
conceivable conventional weapon, armament-producing 
technology, and more to the point, long range missile, 
nuclear enrichment, and chemical weapons expertise to 
dominate not only regional neighbours, but to build the 
capability to destroy the Arab nemesis - the state of Israel. 
Saddam was to prove all too ready to unleash his chemical 
weapon stockpiles not only on Iranian forces, but also on 
Iraqi Kurds during the genocidal Anfal campaign. Secondly, 
we will examine in broad strokes how that conflict ebbed 
and flowed between the two combatants until it reached 
a bloody draw, an outcome that did little to diminish the 
ambitions of the impulsive Saddam. 


The aim of this volume on that long, bloody war and its 
horrific legacy is to give the reader an overview of not only 
the equipment used by both sides, but also by the MKO and 
by the Iraqis in their campaign in Kuwait, during the period 
of arms embargo, and finally some of the vehicles used 
against the Coalition invasion in 2003. It is worth noting 
that this book does not focus on Allied or Coalition forces 
or Iranian post war vehicles. Instead, the emphasis is firmly 
on the equipment of the Iran-Iraq War and what happened 
to much of this equipment and the units who used it. 
For those keen to explore more Iraqi equipment used in 
the Kuwait conflict, we recommend Spoils of War - 1991 
Gulf War Iraq Army Hardware Captured by the French Army 
Division Daguet by Jean-Jacques Labrot, available from AK. 
A useful work which examines how Shi'a militias, ISIS, Kurds 
and the Iraqi army recycled some of this older equipment is 
explored in Arab Revolutions and Border Wars Vol Ill by Pere 
Valls and myself. 


The war between Iran and Iraq stemmed from a number 
of issues, including the age-old Sunni-Shi'a schism, the 
split between Arabs and Persians, the imposition of the 
Algiers agreement on the lraqis by the Shah in 1975, and 
the visceral hatred between Saddam Hussein and Ayatollah 
Khomeini. It is, however, the character of Saddam Hussein 
that is pivotal to understanding the decades of war and 
destruction in this region, for while it is true that Ayatollah 
Khomeini and his Islamic republic could possibly have 
agreed to a ceasefire in 1983 (which could have ended a 
conflict that costed nearly a million lives), he decided to 


fight on until 1988. Saddam went on to invade Kuwait in 
1990, in a move that would lead to even more thousands 
of deaths, the destruction of his vaunted legions, and his 
near toppling with Shi'a uprisings in the south and Kurdish 
uprisings in the north. The lragis would then endure 
crippling international sanctions for the next twelve years, 
as the US and Western allies oversaw the destruction of 
Saddam's WMD and missile programmes. These factors, 
combined with a degrading of Iraqi military strength in 
general, meant that by 2003 the Iraqi military machine 
was a shadow of its former self. Thus, with 9/11 still fresh 
in its national memory, the US was able to launch a quick 
and devastating invasion and occupation of Iraq, complete 
with the capture and execution of Saddam by a new Iraqi 
government. 


How could one man take a modern nation such as Iraq 
and bring it along the path of destruction, chaos, rampant 
factionalism, sectarian civil war, and an outright occupation 
of its territory by a self-proclaimed ‘caliphate’? To gain an 
insight into Saddam's persona, it is useful to examine the 
history of the man and his rise to power. Saddam Hussein 
grew up in brutal conditions in a small village near the now- 
infamous town of Tikrit, Iraq. With the young Saddam's father 
absent, his mother indifferent, and his stepfather beating 
him on a regular basis, the only semblance of normalcy in 
his life came from his maternal uncle, Khairallah Tulfah. A 
former army. officer (sacked for his participation in a-1941 
revolt against the Iraqi monarchy), militant nationalist, and 
strident anti-Semite (he authored a book titled Three Whom 
God Should Not Have Created - Jews, Persians, and Flies), 
Tulfah filled the young Saddam with ambitions of being a 
glorious leader of Iraq and the Arab world in the future. 


Tulfah bought the boy his first cherished gift - a gun, 
which he then used to terrorise his neighbors and later 
to reportedly shoot a man. Saddam went on to become 
a low-level thug and enforcer in the nascent Iraqi branch 
of the Ba'ath party, and in a move that could have ended 
his political carrier before it began in earnest, he led the 
botched assassination attempt in 1959 on thethen-leader 
of Iraq, General Abd al-Karim Qasim. Saddam escaped to 
Syria and then to Egypt. He returned after the removal 
of Qasim in 1963, only to be imprisoned during the anti- 
Ba'ath purges of Qasim's successor, General Abdul Salam 
Arif. During his time in prison, Saddam studied Stalin 
and his writings, even reportedly growing a moustache 
in emulation of the Soviet leader. After escaping prison, 
Saddam went on to become a key organiser of the Ba'ath 
party and then deputy to his cousin, President Ahmed 
Hassan al-Bakr, whom he forced to resign in 1979. 
Saddam himself then assumed the presidency of Iraq, 
gaining domestic popularity by nationalising Iraqi oil 
and implementing mass reforms from which many Iraqis 
benefited (he even received an award from UNESCO 
for his national education and health initiatives). Yet 
upon seizing the office of president, Saddam decided 
to cement his power in a show of strength that would 
terrify both friend and foe alike. 
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On July 22, 1979, Saddam summoned his fellow Ba'ath party 
members to a large assembly, in front of which the former 
general secretary of the Ba'ath's Revolutionary Command 
Council, Muhyi Abdel-Hussein Mashhadi, read out a 
confession of treachery to the party. He identified 68 other 
party members as being part of the conspiracy, and they 
were then removed from the hall. A number of them were 
later shot by several of the remaining party members at the 
assembly. Much in the manner of the removal of Qasim 16 
year prior, the process was videoed and broadcast so the 
message would be clear - Saddam was now the ultimate 
power in Iraq, and he would tolerate no contenders to his 
position. A new Iraq - called by some in the Iraqi opposition 
'a republic of fear' - came into being, and it would not be 
long before tensions developed with Iraq's larger neighbour 
to the east. 


While Saddam had been rising to power in lraq, in 
neighbouring Iran the Shah, considered to be the West's 
firmest ally in the region, was losing his grip on his people. 
He was about to be replaced by a modest, elderly, and stern 
Shi'i cleric who was diametrically opposed to Saddam's 
secular Ba'ath party. 


At the behest of the Shah, Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini 
had been expelled from Iraq by Saddam in 1975. Saddam's 
overwhelmingly Sunni regime (a tradition instated by the 
Ottoman Turks, and continued by the British) regarded the 
Iraqi Shi'a with suspicion, and would later brutally repress 
them. Soon Khomeini, in his new role as the absolute leader 
of Iran's Islamic revolution (a position cemented by mass 
repression, arrests, killings, and purges), was calling for the 
overthrow of Saddam's regime. This, in conjunction with 
the gutting of the Iranian armed forces'officer corps, as well 
as post revolution chaos in Iran, convinced Saddam that 
September 1980 would be the perfect time to strike his new 
foe. The following account is heavily based on report titled 
Leasons learned: The Iran Iraq War, a US Army War College 
study by Stephen C. Pelletire and Douglas V. Johnson Il. 


Saddam would invade western Iran, taking oil-rich Khuzestan 
(commonly referred to as Arabistan) and the entire Shatt-al- 
Arab river, which he believed would finally settle the issue 
of the disputed areas, while Iran was apparently weak. In 
this regard, Iraqi ambitions were relatively limited, though 
Saddam had grandiose visions for the war; he saw himself as 
the successor to Nasser, and he believed that by confronting 
the Shi'a Persians and their globalist Islamism, Iraq would be 
regarded as the new leader of the Pan-Arab movement. At 
first things went as planned, with Iraqi forces making slow but 
steady progress into Iran; but soon, ad hoc groups of Iranian 
volunteers and army units began to fight back, making the 
territorial grab expensive in Iraqi material and lives. 


Commencing on September 22, 1980, the aim ofthe invasion 
was to seize four of Khuzestan's cities - Khorramshahr, 
Abadan, Dezful and Ahvaz. This was to involve seven of 
Iraq's twelve army divisions. Busy combating Iranian Kurds, 
the Iranian army had been reduced to 150,000 available 
troops in various regions. The first opposition the Iraqis met 
was in Khorramshahr, where several thousand Pasdaran 
and lranian regulars fought for control of the city centre. It 
would be over a month after the initial invasion before Iraqi 
commandos, though suffering heavy losses, took control of 
Khorramshahr. Anxious to keep losses low for fear of civil 
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unrest at home, Saddam claimed his forces had reached 
their objectives, and ordered lraqi forces to dig in for the 
winter. 


Saddam was hoping that either Khomeini would now 
negotiate, or that the new Islamic republic would collapse. 
In spring 1981, Iranian president Abolhassan Banisadr 
ordered a major armoured offensive outside Susangerd, 
during which the Iranians ploughed straight into a well-laid 
trap involving a double envelopment of at least 200 Iraqi 
tanks. This disaster was held up by the clerics in Tehran as a 
reason for using the Pasdaran and Basij (young, fanatically 
religious volunteers, convinced that the path to paradise 
was through martyrdom on the battlefield) to overrun Iraqi 
static positions in human wave attacks. First used in the 
liberation of Bostan, such tactics caused Iraqi troops to break; 
though horrific Iranian losses resulted, the momentum of 
the war eventually swung to Iran's direction. After another 
slowdown for winter, the spring of 1982 saw the lifting of 
the siege of Abadan and the retaking of Khorramshahr. At 
this point, Saddam decided to cut his losses and ordered a 
retreat to the old Iraqi frontier. Saddam now attempted to 
make peace overtures to Khomeini, but Khomeini had his 
eyes firmly set on the goal of regime change in Baghdad. 


Saddam now realised that having stirred the hornets’ nest, 
he was in a battle for the survival of his regime. Having 
studied lraqi setbacks in the first stages of his campaign 
in Iran, Saddam decided that Ba'athist party hacks and 
politically reliable but militarily incompetent commanders 
had to be removed from the army. Iraq found itself in a 
major defensive stage of the war, with Iraq's second city 
Basrah at the very heart of the fighting. If Basrah fell to Iran's 
revolutionary forces, Saddam. would be well on his way 
to a violent end. Referred to as the "Iron Ring,’ Iraq's army 
set about building massive defensive works with concrete 
bunkers, dug-in tanks, artillery, and artificial lakes around 
Basrah. 


Outside the city, huge numbers of Basij would attempt to 
clear the mine fields by charging into them on foot, followed 
by the Pasdaran. Most would die in a hail of artillery, rockets, 
and poison gas, with the remainder falling back in disarray. 
Having failed to take Basrah in a number of major offensives 
which were defeated by the depth of Iraqi defences, the 
Iranians attempted a different approach by mounting hit- 
and-run attacks up and down the new frontier positions. In 
traditionally Kurdish areas along the northern front, Iranian 
forces operated in conjunction with Iraqi Kurdish guerrillas. 
However, Iraq, though losing small portions of territory in 
1983, generally kept its defences well in hand. By 1984, 
the Iranians decided to refocus on Basrah, this time with 
the emphasis on a push through the Hawizeh marshes. 
Thousands of Iranians in small boats and dinghies took to 
the waterways and infiltrated their way up to dry land, only 
to be repulsed by the Iraqi IIl Corps. The Iranians eventually 
fell back to the newly-captured Majnoon Island, the only 
significant loss of Iraqi territory in 1984. Iraqi spoiling attacks 
took a toll on Iranian stores and hard-gotten equipment, as 
unlike Iraq, Iran was under a serious military embargo, with 
their only real supplier being North Korea from whom they 
obtained relatively poor equipment. 


The year 1985 saw the Iranians reembark on their marsh 
campaign of 1984, moving across the marshland near the 
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Basrah-Baghdad highway and cutting across the Tigris River, 
only to be intercepted by the awaiting Iraqis. The Iranians 
were savaged by an Iraqi mechanised division and units of 
the Iraqi Republican Guard. In what would become known as 
the Battle of Badr, this was the debut of the Iraqi Republican 
Guard as a mobile reserve force. To the outside world, it 
appeared as though lran was maintaining the offensive, 
with Iraqi forces simply waiting to ambush and destroy 
these offensives. This impression was further reinforced in 
early 1986, when lranian forces overran the Al Fao Peninsula 
while the Iraqis waited for another attack on Basrah. The 
Iranians had moved across the Shatt-al-Arab under the cover 
of darkness and in the middle of a rainstorm, allowing them 
to gain total surprise over the Iraqi Popular Army troops 
guarding the ruined oil terminal there. Iranian forces quickly 
emplaced North Korean-made Koksan M1978 self-propelled 
howitzers, which could now reach both Kuwaiti and Iraqi 
targets. 


Despite several attempts to recapture the Fao Peninsula, Iraqi 
forces under General Rashid were repulsed, being restricted 
to three main highways above the water line. They were 
further hamstrung by Saddam, who refused to allow them 
to engage in large-scale close combat for his still-present 
fear of high casualties. Iraqi forces instead captured the 
Iranian border city of Mehran, which Saddam then offered to 
exchange with the Iranians for Al Fao. Instead, Mehran was 
recaptured by Iranian forces, with the Iraqis abandoning the 
city in early June. This created an impression in the West that 
Iraq's forces and its will to fight were crumbling; however, in 
1986 the Iraqi Ba'ath party and military conducted a large 
assembly to debate and discuss Saddam's intention to go on 
the offensive. 


Though Iran had captured Fao, they now effectively sat 
on it instead of using it as a jump-off point for further 
offensives into Iraq. Knowing that Iran would launch 
further predictable offensives in the coming winter, 
the Iraqi generals proposed a switch from static to 
mobile defence, while simultaneously introducing mass 
conscription and a recruitment drive of middle-class 
college students. Many of those educated recruits would 
be inducted into the Republican Guard, giving them 
prestige and status along with aggressive combat training. 
The mass recruitment drive was a tremendous success, 
with large numbers of third-level students incorporated 
into new, well-armed Republican Guard brigades. All of 
this was achieved in secret as they were trained in the 
interior deserts of Iraq. 


Meanwhile, Khomeini announced his intention to bring the 
war to an end by March 1987.To this end, they would mobilise 
nearly 200,000 men for the Mohammad and Mahdi corps. 
After Operation Karbala-4 was defeated by the Iraqis in late 
1986, the Iranians launched Operation Karbala-5 towards 
Basrah in January 1987, with secondary Karbala offensives 
in the central and northern fronts. The Iranians were held on 
all fronts, however, and their forces were bled white by the 
Iraqis. Karbala-5 saw the largest battle of the war, in which 
70,000 Iranians and 20,000 Iraqis perished. This led to the 
end of Iranian human wave assaults shortly afterwards. For 
their part, the Iraqis were satisfied that their mobile defence 
strategy had worked so well, and that after this decisive year 
of wearing down lranian forces it was now time to switch 
gears. The Iraqi high command had been conducting multi- 


divisional manoeuvres in the deserts behind Basrah with the 
newly expanded units. When the expected lranian offensive 
of 1988 failed to materialise, the Iraqis decided to launch 
their own major offensive. 


Iraq launched Operation Tawakalna Ala Allah (In God We 
Trust), the first phase of which was the recapture of the Al 
Fao Peninsula in April 1988 with massive use of chemical 
weapons, artillery, and air power. In a series of combined 
arms operations at the Shalamcheh salient, pointed at Basrah 
and then Majnoon, these operations were not only intended 
to retake Iraqi territory, but also to attrit Iranian forces and 
to capture large amounts of prisoners and equipment. 
These offensives quickly turned into vast mopping-up 
operations, capturing enormous numbers of Iranian troops. 
Though it quickly became apparent that Iranian forces were 
disintegrating as Iraq regained its old border, Iraq resisted 
the temptation to invade Iran itself. This was left to the 
Mojahedin-e Khalq Organization, or MKO, a group of Iranian 
dissidents armed and trained by Iraq. On July 26, 1988, the 
MKO launched Operation Eternal Light into Iran, only to be 
bloodily repulsed by Revolutionary Guard and Iranian air 
force units. 


Though Iraq ended the Iran-Iraq War having become 
the dominant regional power, while Iran was militarily 
destroyed, Saddam still had massive problems to face. The 
billions owed to Saudi Arabia and Kuwait, used to fund the 
years of war, would now have to paid back. However, these 
oil-rich neighbours of Iraq refused to cut their oil production 
to help keep the price of oil at a reasonable level. Saddam 
saw this as a betrayal by his fellow Arabs, and the Kuwaitis in 
particular, who had benefited from Iraq's protection during 
the war. Kuwait was now demanding repayment of their war 
loans, and Iraqi accused them of stealing Iraqi oil through 
underground slant drilling. Saddam cited these factors in 
justifying military action against Kuwait. 


On August 2, 1990, just over two years since the end of the 
Iran-Iraq War, Iraq's Republican Guard and elite armoured 
divisions poured into Kuwait in a blitzkrieg-style offensive 
that caught the world off guard. The invasion of Kuwait 
signalled the beginning of the end for Iraq, with a massive 
defeat inflicted on its forces by a US-led coalition (whose 
technology the Iraqis had no hope of defeating), followed 
by failed uprisings in the south and Kurdish north brutally 
put down by Saddam's forces. Western sanctions, UN WMD 
inspectors, military and economic embargoes, and no-fly 
zones led to the severe degradation of Iraq as a military 
and economic power. The final blow came with 9/11 
and the ensuing Global War on Terror, which the second 
Bush administration used to justify the 2003 invasion and 
occupation of Iraq in the futile search for WMD. Operation 
Iraqi Freedom would lead to very different consequences 
than those intended by Washington, for while the Ba'ath's 
ghastly regime-was liquidated, Saddam hanged, and the 
Ba'ath-era army disbanded, the introduction of democracy 
to Iraq would result in unimagined chaos and bloodshed 
in the country. Iraqi elections would see the Shi'a majority 
take power under Nouri al-Maliki, which largely ostracised 
Iraq's Sunnis and led to sectarian civil war and the birth of 
the Islamic State of Iraq (which eventually morphed into the 
Islamic State of Iraq and Syria, known as ISIS). For more on 
the post-Saddam Iraqi government's conflict with ISIS, see 
Arab Revolutions and Border Wars Vol Ill in this series. 
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For our purposes in this section, the Islamic Republic of Iran Army covers not only army 
equipment but also that of the Revolutionary Guards. The modern Iranian military first saw 
action during the joint Soviet-British invasion of Iran in 1941, which led to a five-year occupation. 
Though it performed poorly in 1941, the Iranian military was well on its way to becoming one 
ofthe most sophisticated forces in the region during the reign of the Shah. This proud force was 
to be undone, however, with the advent of revolution in Iran. Facing extensive military purges, 
uprisings in Kurdish areas, and MKO terrorism, the country was in a state of post revolutionary 
chaos when lraqi invaded in 1980. 


In spite of these handicaps, the Iranian military and volunteers of the Revolutionary Guards, the 
Basij, and the Pasdaran forces first repulsed and then took the war to the Iraqis. Although Iran 
had obtained vast amounts of US armour, APCs, and trucks, British Chieftains and Scorpions, and 
large numbers of Soviet trucks and artillery, their forces were initially disorganized and it would 
take time for them to be organized into manoeuvre formations. In many ways, the most serious 
problem for Iran was the innate tensions between the secular army and religious volunteers. 
This would last throughout the eight-year conflict with Iraq. As well as using all the equipment 
purchased during the time of the Shah, Iranian forces would make extensive use of captured 
Iraqi equipment, including T-55s, T-62s, Type 69s and T-725, along with trucks and other Eastern- 
bloc equipment. The only really new equipment in terms of combat vehicles purchased during 
the war came from North Korea. Though of dubious value, such North Korean systems as the 
Koksan M1978 helped Iran maintain its struggle against Iraq. 


Large amounts of Iranian equipment would be lost throughout the war, much of it ending 
up in the hands of the Iranian MKO. Today, much of the remaining equipment is still in use 
with the forces of the Islamic Republic, updated with new parts and gaudy camouflage. With 
international attention again focused on the straits of Hormuz, the ages-old Sunni-Shi'a cold 
war and tensions between the US and Iran may well erupt into a new regional conflict. 
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Iranian M4A3 Sherman 


The United States provided Iran with relatively small numbers of Sherman 
tanks beginning in 1951. Iran received M4s, M4A1E6s, and as seen here, the 
M4A3, with a 105mm gun and HVSS suspension. This particular example 
was captured early in the Iran-Iraq War and displayed in Iraq, only to be 
removed by US forces and returned to Fort Knox in 2003. 


Iranian M36B1 Jackson 


The lranians also purchased 90 M36 Jackson tank destroyers from the US in the 1950s. These were 
ordered prior to the delivery of the similarly-armed M47M main battle tank. The Iranians received two 
basic types of Jackson - the M36, as seen here, and the M36B1. These older vehicles were assigned to 
static defence battalions in Khuzestan, where many were captured by lraqi forces. They can be seen in 
period photos alongside captured Chieftains, M60s, and M47Ms. 
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Iranian M36B2 Jackson 


Though a number of M36B1s were exported to Iran, the M36B2 differed in having the M36 turret 
mounted on a Sherman hull, rather than the M10 hull of the standard M36. A number of B2s 
were used in the war's early engagements, a few of which were captured and displayed in Iraq. 


Iranian M47M Patton 


The M47M was an old stalwart in the Iranian army. Though having been updated with an M60 
engine deck and with the machine gun operator's position removed for additional 90mm 
ammunition, it was obsolete by the 1980s. 
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Iranian M48A5 Patton 


Only a limited number of M48A5s served in the Iranian army, as a precursor to the more modern 
M60. With a L7 105mm gun and urban cupola, this updated Patton could hold its own against Iraqi 
T-55s and T-62s. After the war, some M48s were deployed, along with M47Ms, to the Afghan border 

in response to Taliban threats, with Russian-made DShK 12.7mm MGs mounted on their turrets. 


Iranian M60A1 Patton 


The M60A1 was by far the most reliable and modern main battle tank available to the Iranians at the 
beginning of the Iran-Iraq War. While not as powerfully armed as the British Chieftain with its 120mm 
gun, the M60, with its 105mm gun, was mechanically much more reliable. Though over 460 were 
obtained from the US, their numbers was reduced to 150 by 2010. Large number were captured by 
the Iraqis, with a small number even transferred to Jordan. 
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Iranian Chieftain Mk.5P| 


The Iranians purchased large numbers of Chieftains, including 707 Mk.3P and Mk.5P, as well as 41 
ARV and 14 AVLBs. Though slow, underpowered and prone to breakdowns, it was useful in static 
positions as its 120mm gun was capable of dealing with any Iraqi MBT, including T-72s. The Iraqis 

captured many lranian Chieftains, fielding up to 70 as late as the mid-1990s (including those 
captured from the Kuwaitis). 


Iranian FV101 Scorpion 


The FV101 Scorpion was acquired from Britain in the late 19705 prior to the Islamic Revolution. 

A total of 250 were purchased and saw extensive action, though not always in the scouting role. 
Its 76mm gun was of limited use against T-55s and T-62s, however. A number of FV101s were 
captured by the Iraqis, with Ali Hassan "Chemical Ali" al-Majid keeping one as his personal vehicle. 


The M113 was purchased from the United States during the time of the Shah. This particular variant 
has Revolutionary graffiti added, which roughly translates as "the rendezvous of Hezbollah will be in 
Karbala (the shrine of Imam Ali Hussein) after the defeat of Saddam Hussein". 
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Iranian M113A1 


A number of Iranian M113A1s were modified to mount TOW missile launchers. With an effective 
range of 3,000 to 3,750 metres, the BGM71 TOW missile was capable of destroying any AFV in the lraqi 
arsenal. 


The M548 tracked cargo carrier was used in conjunction with M107, M109 and M110 self- 
propelled howitzer units throughout the eight-year conflict. As it was based on the M113 series 
chassis, spare parts were easy to obtain. 
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Iranian M577 


This Iranian M577 command and control vehicle has an interesting mix of Shah-era circular markings 
and religious flags. Iranian units found this large 
variant of the M113 extremely useful with its 
extensive internal space and excellent 
communication systems. 
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Iranian M106 

This Iranian mortar variant is not a US-produced M106, but rather a German M113 with mortar doors 
and possibly an Israeli-manufactured Soltan 120mm mortar. These conversions were completed 
locally in Iran prior to the fall of the Shah. 


The Iranian army acquired small numbers of M110 8-inch self-propelled howitzers prior to 1979. 
These guns were used alongside long-barrelled M107 175mm howitzers. The gun barrels and breach 
systems of these vehicles were interchangeable. 
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Iranian M110A1 


This particular M110A1 is unique among Iranian artillery, as it sports a camouflage pattern. 
The M110 could fire a 200lb projectile up to 16,800 metres. Its hydraulic systems allowed for 
2-minute emplacement time, and a standard rate of fire of one round per two minutes. 


Iranian M109 

The Iranians purchased 440 M109s during the time of the Shah. The original M109s were short- 
barrelled variants, but they had all been upgunned to the long-barrelled M109A1 by the start of 
the Iran-Iraq conflict. This vehicle is seen with extensive field-applied camouflage consisting of 
foliage, palm fronds, and timber while serving on the Southern front. 


Iranian M107 


The M107 is another US-built self-propelled howitzer originally supplied to the Shah's army. With a range 
of 40 kilometres, these powerful 175mm guns were extremely effective in breaking up Iraq formations 
besieging Iranian cities early in the war. Shortages of spare parts and ammunition saw the Iranians 

turn to countries like Vietnam, which inherited vast amounts of former South Vietnamese stores and 
equipment in 1975. 


Iranian M578) 

Designed as a maintenance and support vehicle for light armoured vehicles, the M578 was used 
only in small numbers in Iranian service. The M578 was used in conjunction with M109s, M107s, and 
M110s, and shared a common chassis with all of these vehicles. 
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Mounting twin S-68 57mm guns, the ZSU-57-2 is an early but powerful self-propelled anti- 
aircraft system. Both Iraq and Iran used this system, with Iran originally ordering 100 in 1967, 90 
of which remain in service today. 


Iranian ZSU-57-2 


This ZSU-57-2 is seen positioned on a 
hillock with a sun cover above its open 
turret. Capable of destroying Iraqi tanks, 
APCs, and helicopters, its powerful guns 
can hit ground targets at 4 kilometres 
and aerial targets at 6.5 to 7 kilometres. 


Iranian ZSU-23-4M Shilka 


The ZSU-23-AM Shilka is another Soviet- 

built SPAAG used by both Iran and lraq. 

This weapon system is capable of firing at a 
combined rate of 3,400 to 4,000 rounds per 
minute. Its 23mm rounds are highly effective 
against ground targets and low-flying aircraft. 


Iranian Ural-375 


Prior to the Islamic Revolution, Iran purchased military-grade trucks from both the US and USSR. This 
Ural-375 is a general purpose 4.5 ton 6x6 truck, and has been manufactured by the Ural automotive 
plant since 1961. The Ural saw extensive service with Iranian and Iraqi forces. 
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I Iranian GAZ-66 
The Soviet-designed GAZ-66 was produced as a main light cargo vehicle between 1964 and 

1999. A reliable, simple vehicle with good off-road capability, its front-mounted winch and 
central tire inflation system made the GAZ ideal for use by both Iranian and Iraqi forces. 
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Iranian KrAZ-225B 

The large, heavy-duty KrAZ-225B was produced in a number of variants, the 12-ton truck being included 
in Soviet sales to Iran during the reign of the Shah. The Iranians used the KrAZ to tow Soviet-built M-46 
130mm artillery pieces. 


Iranian MAZ-537 


Purchased during the era of the Shah’s rule, the Iranian army used both late and early versions of the 
MAZ-537 Soviet-built tank transporter. An example is seen here towing a M109A1, and is bedecked with 
posters of Ayatollah Khomeini. 
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Iranian MAZ-537G 

This late-variant MAZ-537G has its engine covers removed to allow extra 
cooling for its V12 diesel engine. The G variant utilises a T-55 tank engine 
and air filter unit, making repairs simple and spares easy to obtain. 
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Iranian Mack tank transporter 


» Alongside the MAZ tank transporters obtained from the Soviet Union, 


the Iranians used a large number of US-built Mack tank tractors. They 
utilized a range of trailers to move their own equipment, along with large 
numbers of captured Iraqi T-55s and T-62s. 
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Iranian Mack tank transporter 


A pale green Mack tractor unit seen towing a captured Iraqi T-55. While never 
as efficient as the Iraqi Faun tank transporter, this vehicle was quite useful in 
retrieving equipment from the battlefield. 
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Iranian Mack tank transporter 


A mud-coated US Mack R600 towing an M577 command and control vehicle 
on a Soviet-built ChMZAP-5247G semi-trailer. Civilian-owned Macks are still 
extensively used in Iran. 
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Iranian M1978 Koksan 


The M1978 Koksan self-propelled howitzer is a monstrous hybrid produced by North Korea. It mounts 
a 170mm coast gun atop a modified T-55/Type 59 chassis. These systems can fire rocket-assisted 
shells to ranges of 60 kilometres. Iranian forces used them to strike targets in both Iraq and Kuwait. US 
Lieutenant Colonel Rick Francona described inspecting one captured by the Iraqis in 1988 on the Fao 
Peninsula. Finding the vehicle covered in cleanser used to remove nerve agents, inside he discovered 
Dutch-made Atropine injectors for chemical warfare attacks abandoned by the Iranian crew. 


mnia Iranian Ch'ónma-ho 


u^ C North Korea sold the Iranians 150 Ch'ónma-ho tanks, 
E x l which were copies of the Soviet T-62 tank. The Iranian 
Eu. | army was not impressed by the inferior quality of the 


North Korean copies, and quickly passed them on to 
the Revolutionary Guards. The Iranian ambassador 
to Ireland told the author that most North Korean 
equipment was substandard, but that Iran had little 
choice but to purchase from North Korea due to the 
international arms embargo in place during the war. 
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Iranian BM-11 MRLS 

The North Korean BM-1 1 differs from the BM-21 in that the 122mm rockets are 
mounted in two distinct pods, while the truck is a copy of the Japanese Isuzu 
HTS12G. These vehicles were exported to Iran, Libya, Syria, and various factions 
in Lebanon. 


Iranian M1985 MRLS 

The M1985 MRLS, also produced by North Korea, fires a 240mm rocket. Given the amount of failed 
detonations of these weapons during the North Korean attack on the South Korean island of 
Yeonpyeong in 2010, it would be interesting to know how effective these weapons were in Iranian 
service. Iran now produces many indigenous versions of this MRLS. After the war, the Iranians mounted 
these launchers on Mercedes and other truck chassis. 
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Iranian DAC 665T| 


The DAC 665T is one of a 
series of military trucks built 
by the Brasov truck company 
in Romania. Although using 
a flat-faced cab, it is in many 
ways similar to the Ural in 
layout. It is purpose-designed 
to tow artillery or transport 
troops. This Iranian example 
may well have been captured 
from the Iraqis, who along 
with Hungary, Egypt and 
Cuba were export customers 
of Romania. 


Iranian IFA W 50) 

An East German-produced IFA W 50 LA/F fuel tanker truck. The Iranians purchased nearly 
10,000 IFA W 50s (mainly the standard cargo version) during the conflict, with the East 
Germans having a separate office for Iranian and Iraqi orders for this inexpensive, robust and 
straightforward vehicle. Iranian IFA W 50s differed from Iraqi variants by having wooden, rather 
than pressed metal, cargo bays. 
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Iranian IFA W 50 BM-21 MRLS 

This East German-produced IFA W 50 mounts a 122mm multiple rocket launcher, 
normally associated with the Ural-based BM-21. This Iranian conversion supports 
the notion that necessity is the mother of invention. 


Alongside the vast armada of Soviet and Eastern bloc designed trucks, the 
Islamic Republic inherited numbers of US-built M35 2.5-ton cargo trucks. The 
M35 could carry 5,000 pounds off-road, and twice that on a flat road surface. 


Iranian 9P133 Malyutka 


Iranian forces captured many Iraqi tanks and APCs in 1982 as they retook their national territory 
and large cities. This 9P133 Malyutka is one of a number of Iraqi anti-tank guided missile platforms. 
Mounted on the standard BRDM-2 scout car, the wire-guided 9M14 missile could be launched and 

guided either from inside or outside the vehicle. This 9P133 wears the Revolutionary Guard insignia on 
its front. 
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Iranian T-54-3 

This T-54-3 is an early "spider-wheel" variant supplied by the Soviets to Iraq in the 
early 1960s. Examples were seen during coups of the time. This vehicle survived 
long enough to be captured by the Iranian Revolutionary Guards early in the 
war, and is bedecked with numerous IRGC markings in red. 
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Iranian Chieftain 


This Iranian FV4201 is interesting, as not only does it bear the distinctive logo 
of the Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps, but it also has a stencilled portrait 
of Ayatollah Khomeini applied to the sand skirts. This tank may have been 
recaptured from lraqi forces. 
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Iranian Chieftain ARV 

Alongside hundreds of Chieftains Mk.3 and Mk.5, the lranians obtained 41 of 
the ARV variant during the time of the Shah. These variants were not fitted with 
cranes when sold to Iran, but it seems that some crane units may have been 
quietly supplied, along with spares and ammunition, by the British government 
during the war. The reference photo is of a crane variant. 


Iranian BMP-1 


This IRGC BMP-1 is probably a battlefield capture, pressed into service with the 
IRGC. During the time of the Shah, Iran imported BMP-1s from the Soviet Union, 
though these were painted in sand-coloured camouflage with Iranian roundels. 
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Iranian BMP-1 


This extremely weathered example of 
an IRGC BMP-1 bears the IRGC logo 
and the icon of the Islamic Republic 
flag. The amount of dried muck and 
sand gives an idea of conditions at 
the front. Iran apparently obtained 
200 BMP-1s from Syria in 1982, with 
more ordered from Russia in the late 
1980s. Iran still produces a variant of 
BMP-1, with M113 style wheels, called 
the Boragh. 
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Iranian M47M 


This M47M is of interest due to the large amount of stowage added to the 

turret, worn tracks, deleted imperial unit markings, and the addition of the new 
revolutionary emblem. Of note is the large sand berm, behind which this old and 
relatively thinly-armoured tank sits for extra protection. 
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Iranian Toyota FJ40 with ZPU-2 


Iranian army and Revolutionary Guard forces used numerous Toyota FJ40 land 
cruisers during the conflict, including a half-track and experimental amphibious 
variants. This example is armed with a ZPU-2 14.5mm gun, likely of Chinese or 
North Korean origin. 
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Iranian M38A1 


Iranian forces used a vast number of 4x4 jeep designs. One of the 
primary variants was the US-made M38A1, mounting the M40 
recoilless rifle. These were used alongside the KM410, a South 
Korean copy of this vehicle, which differs in having horizontal 

grills instead of the M38A1's vertical grills. 


Iranian KM410 with Type 63 MRLS 

Young lranian soldier Be Na sits on the hood of his South Korean-made KM410, 
which is equipped with a Chinese-made Type 63 107mm MRLS. These light 
rocket launchers were mounted on jeeps and boats by the Iranians, but lacked 
the saturation effect of heavier Iraqi MRL systems. 


Iranian KM410) 


This Iranian KM410, or Iranian-made Shahbaz copy, mounts the popular and 
i simple M40 105mm recoilless rifle. This combination was used throughout the 


conflict. Its camouflage and Revolutionary Guard markings may indicate it to be 
a post-war vehicle. 
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Iranian Ford Mutt TOW variant 


This Ford Mutt M151A2 is a dedicated TOW variant. It has been camouflaged with 


the addition of wet mud, and is seen during the liberation of Khorramshahr, the 
so-called "City of Blood”. 
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Iranian Ford Mutt 


This particular M151A2 is a standard model on which a TOW missile launcher has 
been temporarily mounted. Iranian forces received large amounts of these much- 
needed missiles during the secret Iran-Contra weapons shipments. 


Iranian Santana 88 Ligero 


This Iranian Santana 88 Ligero, armed with a M40 105mm recoilless rifle, is 
finished in dark green. It has a clipped bumper bar and is probably ex-lraqi. 
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Iranian Santana 88 Ligero 


These licence-built Land Rovers were sold to Iraq and Iran, but also turned up in 


the Middle East in the hands of Syrian, PLO and Moroccan forces. This example is 
likely a battlefield capture. 


Iranian Ford Mutt M151A2 with Type 63 107mm MRLS| 
This Iranian Ford Mutt is a fairly battered example, and has seen much action 


with a damaged grill and smashed head light. It is an interesting combination of 
Chinese and US transport and weaponry. 


Alf, 


THE IRAN IRAQ WAR AND ITS LEGACY y rv 


Iranian Toyota FJ40 with BGM71 TOW 


This Iranian Toyota has had its cab and doors removed for ease of crew 
movement and freedom of obstruction when viewing and engaging targets with 
the TOW missile system. 


Iranian Revolutionary Guard UAZ-469 
This former Iraqi UAZ jeep wears a standard Iraqi army sand and green 
camouflage scheme, with an IRGC emblem stencilled in red. 
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Iranian M47M SPAAG 


This interesting battlefield conversion is one of a number involving tank hulls 
and AA guns and artillery pieces. This particular variant is a combination of a 
US-built M47M hull with a ZPU-4. These 14.5mm AA guns were built by both the 
PRC and USSR. 


Iranian T-55/D-30 


This Iranian battlefield conversion is probably a combination of a captured, 
battle-damaged Iraqi T-55 along with an early D-30 howitzer. This vehicle lacked 
any protection for the gun crew. 
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Iranian T-55 SPAAG 


Another T-55 battlefield conversion which utilizes a captured Iraqi T-55 hull and 
ZPU-4 14.5mm AA gun. Other conversions of this type included a T-55 variant 
mounting a single S-60 57mm AA gun. These hybrid vehicles arose from Iranian 
resourcefulness, due to a lack of new vehicles and spare parts being imported. 


This French-built APC, formerly of the Iraqi army, was used from the earliest days 
of the Iran-Iraq War. It was a simple and reliable (if uncomfortable) armoured 
utility vehicle. This example has been put into service with Iranian forces on the 
central front. 
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Iranian BTR-50P 


Iranian forces made widescale use of the BTR-50 series during the Iran-Iraq War, 
to many of which they added a front-mounted DShK 12.7mm machine gun 

and side railings to the rear deck. This example has a ZU-23-2 23mm AA gun 
mounted on its cab. Under the Shah's rule, Iran had purchased a few hundred 
BTR-50s from the Soviet Union, and more were likely obtained from various other 
nations. 


Iranian BTR-50P 


This captured BTR-50PK still wears its Iraqi green and brown camouflage. Both 
sides used large numbers of the BTR-50 and OT-62 light APCs, which could move 
with ease across both desert and marshes. 
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Iranian BTR-50P’ 


This heavily weathered Iranian BTR-50 is interesting as it has rusty, extended side 
sheets over the engine deck, along with a ZPU-2 23mm AA gun mounted on its cab. 


Iranian OT-62 TOPAS 

This Czech-built OT-62 is likely ex-Iraqi, identifiable by the addition of a front 
machine gun turret. It is also interesting due to the addition of the Shah-era 
roundel. 
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: Iranian MT-LB 
c This former Iraqi MT-LB has been put back into service against its former owners 
with the addition of a DShK 12.7mm AA gun on the rear deck. Although 

the MT-LB was specifically designed to tow the D-30 howitzer, with rigging on 
top for 122mm ammunition boxes, it turned out to be very useful 

in a variety of roles. 


Iranian BMP-1 


Like many Soviet designs, the BMP-1 was used in large numbers by both the 
Iranians and the Iraqis during the conflict. This particular vehicle has been 
freshly captured by Iranian troops, and is still wearing Iraqi camouflage and unit 
markings. 
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Iranian BMD-1 


This former Iraqi BMD-1 was one of a small number of these vehicles used by 
Iranian forces. The Iraqis operated a large number of these light airborne APCs 
during the Iran-Iraq War, as well as in the initial invasion of Kuwait. 


This former Iraqi 2S1 was captured by Iranian troops and used against its former 
owners. The Iraqis used hundreds of 2S1s, later losing many in Kuwait. 
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Iranian T-55A 

This late model Soviet-built T-55A features the smooth AA gun cupola of the 
T-62, but lacks the anti-radiation cladding associated with the later models. Still 
wearing its original Iraqi camouflage, it bears one IRGC emblem in white. 


Iranian T-55A 

This former Iraqi T-55A is a Czech-built late variant, as indicated by the side- 
mounted zip box and anti-radiation cladding. Of note are the white markings 
and blue IRGC emblem. 


Iranian T-55A 

This T-55 appears to be a Polish-built T-55A, with the style of engine deck and 
covers found on Polish and Czech variants. The old Iraqi camouflage is well worn 
and grubby. The addition of the Iranian colours around the fume extractor was 
intended to prevent friendly fire incidents. 
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Iranian T-55A 

This T-55 is one of a mixed group of T-55 and T-62 variants. It is included as a 
reference due to the inclusion of the Iranian flags on the rear of the turret, as well 
as the colours of the Iranian flag on its barrel. 
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Iranian T-55A 

Another Soviet-built late model T-55A, as identified by the T-62 AA gun hatch. 
This former Iraqi vehicle has been repainted and has some Iranian graffiti and an 
IRGC emblem, as well as an operational ribbon on the main gun. 


Iranian T-62 model 1972 


Another former Iraqi tank in Iranian use painted with large Iranian national flags, 
this late model T-62 has an AA gun mounted similar to that of the T-72. It has 
RMSh tracks but no KMT attachment points. 
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Iranian T-62 model 1972 


This stripped-down former Iraqi T-62 is missing its fuel cells and 12.7mm DShK AA mount. Like the 
BRDM-2 beside it, this T-62 will be deployed against its former owners after some maintenance. Of 
note are the large white markings on the barrel fume extractor and on the turret sides, in contrast to 
the previous T-62. These markings are likely due to unmarked battlefield captures being destroyed by 
roving Iranian Cobra gunships. 
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Iranian T-72 Ural 

Although Iran received military aid from Libya and Syria, this early T-72 Ural 
is most probably ex-Iraqi. Of note are the several missing hinged armour side 
panels normally found on this variant, as well as the IRGC emblem on the 
remaining panel. 


Iranian T-72M 


This former Iraqi T-72M was captured fairly intact, apart from its damaged 
mudguards. The T-72M became the cornerstone of Saddam's army, and was more 
than a match for Iranian Chieftains and M60s. Its performance against the M1 
Abrams in 1991 was abysmal, however, and was not helped by the fact that some 
Iraqi units were actually firing training rounds at the Americans. 


Iranian T-72 Ural 

This Iranian battlefield capture still wears its Iraqi camouflage and yellow circular 
unit markings. All four of the hinged amour panels on the starboard side of this 
tank are missing. 
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Iranian 9P122 Malyutka 


This example of the Sagger missile-firing variant of the BDRM-2 series is ex-lraqi. 
Its worn-out paint finish is bedecked with a large Iranian flag and IRGC emblem. 
Crew members can fire missiles either directly from the vehicle or away from it by 
use of a command wire. 


The lranians obtained a number of Ferret armoured cars from Britain well before 
the Iran-Iraq War. Some of these were used for training and internal security 
duties. At least one Iranian Ferret had a ZU-23-2 23mm AA gun mounted in place 
of its turret. 
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Iranian MT-LB with UB-32 57mm rocket pods MRLS| 


This Iranian conversion combines an MT-LB, probably ex-lraqi, with an 
improvised mount for four Soviet UB-32 57mm rocket pods, possibly taken from 
a downed Mi-17 or Mi-24 gunship. 
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Iranian TMM-3 

This lranian TMM-3 bridgelayer is pictured during peacekeeping duties prior to 
the outbreak of the Iran-Iraq War. The bridge unit could ford 10.5-metre gaps 
in one section, or could be combined with a number of other TMM-3 bridging 
sections. 
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Iranian GSP-55 Ferry| 

This GSP-55 amphibious ferry is probably a battlefield capture. The Iraqis used 
these ferry units from the very beginning of the conflict to cross rivers such as 
the Karun and Shatt al-Arab. These ferry were widely used in conflicts throughout 
the third world and able to carry vehicles up to 52 tonnes at speeds of 6 
kilometres per hour. 


Iranian Scud B 


This Iranian Scud B ballistic missile launcher is finished in a nonstandard 
camouflage, with IRGC markings added along the side of the vehicle. During the 
so-called War of the Cities, Iran used Libyan-supplied Scud Bs along with North 
Korean Hwasong 5s. 
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Iranian Scud Bi 


This Iranian Scud B is finished in a sand and green camouflage similar to that 
used on Libyan MAZ-543 Transporter Erector Launchers, or TELs. Iran launched 
nearly 80 Scuds and Hwasong-5s at Baghdad during the war, in response to the 
Iraqis launching nearly 189 Scuds and Al Hussein rockets at Tehran and other 
cities. Prior to the US invasion of Iraq, Iran fired dozens of Scuds at MKO bases 
between 1999 and 2001. 
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While there is proof of the Israelis supplying weapons to Iran during the Iran- 
Contra affair, such as swapping older Israeli-marked Hawk SAMs for newer 
models covertly shipped through Israel, there is little evidence of their supplying 
armour and other vehicles, making this Israeli-produced and supplied Nun-Nun 
complete with trailer all the more interesting. 
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Prior to the First World War, the area now known as Iraq had been under the control of the 
Ottoman Empire for over four hundred years. After the defeat of the Ottomans, the British 
consolidated three provinces of the former Ottoman Emprire into the new nation of Iraq, and 
installed Faisal | as its monarch. With the advent of the Second World War and the rise of Arab 
nationalism came several abortive coups and insurrections. In 1958, however, a military coup 
succeeded in deposing Faisal Il and murdering the royal family. In spite of regime change, Iraq 
continued to be plagued by various coups, though it participated in the 1973 Yom Kippur War 
and conducted counterinsurgency operations against its Kurdish population. The instability in 
Iraq was finally brought to an end by the 25-year reign of Saddam Hussein. 


Saddam had transformed Iraq by rationalizing its oil industry and implementing several domestic 
reforms. The Iraqi military was expanded, the nation's new oil finances allowing it to purchase 
weapons from others than its traditional supplier, the USSR. The Soviets had cut off military 
supplies during the long war in the 1970s with the Kurds, and later during the occupation of 
Iranian territory between 1980 and 1982. In spite of its vast amounts of modern weaponry, Iraq's 
invasion of Iran in 1980 was blunted by poor planning, incompetent generalship (Saddam's 
generals were mostly chosen by loyalty and family ties rather than military prowess), the failure 
ofthe Khuzestani Arabs to assist Iraqi forces, and unexpectedly strong lranian resistance. 


The advance was unusually sluggish for a modern army, which used artillery to soften up all 
areas before advancing. Subsequent attacks were slow to prepare and equally slow to move 
forward. This reliance on artillery preparation would lead to the procurement of various MRLS 
systems, allowing for quick saturation fire on the move. With the expulsion of Iraqi’s forces from 
most of Iran, Iraq found itself fighting a defensive campaign, building major defensive positions 
around the southern front and Basrah in particular. In 1986, Iraqi strategy shifted from static 
to mobile defence, and then to offensive manoeuvres, with the mobilisation of thousands of 
young lraqis and the creation of the Republican Guard units. These units, equipped with T-72s, 
T-62s, T55s, and Type 69s, supported by organic batteries of 251, 253, and AuF-1 howitzers, 
along with Brazilian and Soviet MRLS systems, formed the nucleus of Iraq's quick-reaction forces. 
Further supported by regular army units, vast amounts of chemical weapons, and air force and 
army aviation support, the Iraqi Republican Guard would successfully defeat Iranian forces and 
force Iran to sue for peace. Those same forces would then invade neighbouring Kuwait in 1991, 
only to be decimated by Coalition air and ground forces, the capabilities and firepower of which 
the Iraqi army and Saddam Hussein failed to envisage. 


In the post war period, Iraq would face crippling sanctions and economic embargoes, forcing her 
military to cannibalize old tanks and APCs. Amazingly, and despite deliveries of new equipment 
to the current Iraqi army from the US and Russia, much of the derelict equipment at the Al Taji 
scrapyard has been restored to fighting status by Iraqi Shi'a militia forces. With new engines and 
different weapons, these old vehicles now serve in a very different role against the Sunni forces 
ofthe Islamic State. 
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| 
- E P: ' This ZiS-485, designated BAV for "bolshoi avtomobil vodoplavayushchiy,’ or big 
floating vehicle, is essentially a reverse-engineered US DUKW-353 on a ZiS -151 
chassis. It has a number of improvements over the original US model, including 
a rear tail gate for easy loading. Such vehicles would have seen service with Iraqi 
forces in the southern marshes. 


Iraqi UAZ-469 with Cobra ATGMs| 


Seen in the earliest stages of the of the Iran-Iraq War, this Soviet-built UAZ-469 is 
seen with four West German Cobra missiles mounted on the rear of vehicle. It is 
seen crossing a pontoon bridge into Iran, along with a Land Rover mounted with 
a 105mm recoilless rifle. This was a rare combination, with the missiles probably 
originating from a supplier other than West Germany. 
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Another early-war Iraqi UAZ-469, seen during the initial push into Khuzestan, or 
Arabistan, as it was referred to by the Iraqis. Saddam Hussein had been told by 
his advisors that Iraqi troops would be welcomed as liberators; ironically, this was 
proved to be far from true. 


This former Iranian GAZ-69 is seen in use with Iraqi forces in the newly captured 
Iranian border town of Qasr-e Shirin in 1980. The Iraqis, at this stage, were 
massing their forces into the area, and were yet to meet significant Iranian 

resistance. 
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This Yugoslavian-built M-60PB is one of 190 purchased by Iraq. The PB variant 
featured a pair of rear mounted 82mm recoilless rifles at the rear of the hull. This 
vehicle is one of a number fitted with extra armour plating for the weapons crew. 


Iranian M-60 

This shot of an M-60 captured by Iranian forces shows the simple pattern of sand 
and green camouflage. Of note is the DShK 12.7mm AA machine gun, instead of 
the usual US-designed .50-caliber M2HB machine gun preferred by Yugoslavian 
forces. 
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Iraqi T-55) 
This Iraqi T-55 is a Soviet-built T-55A model 1970, belonging to an unidentified 
Republican Guard brigade in 1984. 


The APC and command variants of the P SzH-IV, designed by the Hungarians 
for export to the Iraqi army, were designated, respectively, as D-994.50 and 
D-944.53. Iraq purchased 200 of these from Czechoslovakia in 1981. These 
Hungarian-built armoured cars saw action in the first years of the Iran-Iraq War, 
being replaced by the Soviet-built BRDM-2 by the late 1980s. 


The Iraqis ordered 200 OT-64As with BRDM-2 gun turrets from Czechoslovakia in 
1980, all of which had been delivered by 1981. These vehicles not only played a 
major role in the invasion of Iran, but were also a means of diversifying military 

purchases. This was done in order to avoid dependence on the Soviets, whom 
Saddam never trusted due to their perceived meddling in Arab affairs and their 
support for the Kurds during the unrest of the mid-1970s. 


This shot provides a good example of the pattern of green and sand camouflage 
applied to these vehicles during the conflict. It also demonstrates the starkness 
of the green camouflage when originally delivered. The darker section was 
protected from the beaching Middle Eastern sun when the front cab door was 
left open, leaving it in shade. The rest of the green colour has changed tone 
completely. 
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Beginning with an Iraqi delegation visiting Paris in 1967, orders for both AML-60s and AML-90s 
were made, though only 40 AML-90s were delivered. Upon the Ba'ath taking power, another 38 
were ordered, and a third batch of 42 were ordered in 1974. Such orders had as much to do with oil, 
diversification away from the Soviets, and access to sophisticated aircraft, such as the Mirage F1, as 
they were for a demand for scout cars. From the start of the eight-year conflict, Iraqi AML-90s saw 
extensive action, as well as in Kuwait and the battle of Khafji in Saudi Arabia in 1991. 


Iraqi M3 VAT 


This variant of the Panhard M3 armoured car has a crew of five, comprising a 
commander, a driver, and three mechanics. The rear pulley block could be used 
for removing small to medium engines, while cutting equipment and a generator 
were also carried. These vehicles saw use with the Iraqi M3 fleet during the Iran- 
Iraq conflict, and later in Kuwait. 
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Iraqi Panhard M3 VSB radar vehicle with RASIT radar 

Seen in typical Iraqi camouflage, this fairly sophisticated M3 served with the 
Iraqis as a battlefield surveillance radar. It is one of a number of these French- 
built vehicles abandoned in Kuwait. 


As part of the previously-mentioned scout car orders made by the lraqis in Paris 
in 1967, batches of 106, 20, and finally 2 AML-60s were received by Iraq. While 
Iraqi AML-90s operated alongside BRDM-2s in battlefield reconnaissance duties, 
AML-60s were generally relegated to secondary duties such as security and 
convoy duties. 
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Iraqi BTR-60PB 


Iraq ordered 250 BTR-60PBs from the Soviet Union in 1970, and eventually 
reached a peak of 500. In total, Iraq had 3,500 wheeled and tracked APCs in 
service throughout the Iran-Iraq conflict. These numbers were greatly reduced 
after the 1991 conflict due to superior Allied firepower. 


The PT-76 amphibious tank was relatively rare in Iraqi service, but 45 were 
ordered in 1967 and delivered in 1968, with a further 200 delivered in 1984. By 
the 1990s, only 100 remained in service. These tanks would have been invaluable 
in the marsh battles against the Iranians. 
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Iraqi Type 69-II 

Iraq ordered hundreds of Chinese-built Type 69-Ils beginning in 1983. These 
cheap upgrades of the earlier Type 59 incorporated various updates, including a 
laser rangefinder and, on some later models, smoke grenade launchers and RPG 
screens around the turret. This is an early variant with the streamlined turret. 


Alongside the hundreds of Type 69-IIs were this all-new Chinese-designed ARV. 
Instead of reverse-engineering a Soviet design, the Chinese adopted a design 
more like the Israeli Gordon (trailblazer) in layout. The camouflage is a PLA 
scheme used on initial deliveries of Iraqi tanks and APCs. 
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Iraqi M3 VTT TH 


In terms of killing power against modern MBTs, this M3 variant was perhaps 

the most useful of the French-built APC variants in Iraqi service. The VTT TH is 
armed with four HOT anti-tank missiles, with a load of ten aboard the vehicle. Its 
effective killing range is from 74 to 4,300 metres. 


Iraqi M3 VTT TH 


This example is finished in the standard sand camouflage scheme as worn on 
vehicles abandoned in Kuwait upon their missile loadout being exhausted. 
During the Iran-Iraq War, VTT THs were sometimes dug in around large Iraqi 
defensive positions in an overwatch role alongside tanks. 


Iraqi MT-55 KS AVLB 


This Armoured Vehicle Launched Bridge, or AVLB, is based on a Czech-modified 
T-55A produced by ZTS Martin in Slovakia. The 'KS'in its title refers to “capitalist 
customer’, which was a reference to Iraq, as well as Egypt and Syria, which also 

purchased these vehicles. The MT-55 can span 18 metres, which is ideal for anti- 

tank ditches and small rivers. 
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BTR-60 R-145BM 


The Iraqis used large numbers of the petrol-driven and somewhat underpowered 
standard BTR-60 series, along with small numbers of the more complex R-145BM 
and 1V19, and even a few artillery observer 1V18 Kylon-1 variants. 
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This Iraqi T-62 Model 1972 is pictured on the central front, sometime after the 
delivery of Chinese Type 69-II tanks in 1983. The addition of Chinese sawtooth 
sand skirts, with a spacer for extra hull length, is unique to Iraqi T-62s. Many T-62s 
abandoned in Kuwait had a similar layout, but with armoured IR spotlight covers. 
Of note are the three missing diesel side fuel cells. 


Iraqi KrAZ-225 PMP 


This KrAZ-225 PMP launch pontoon bridge is seen early in the Iran-Iraq conflict. 
Though these well-designed Soviet systems were intended for crossing the rivers 
of western Europe, they have seen action across the Middle East, including the 
Suez canal, recently in Syria, and of course, Iranian and Iraqi rivers. A number of 
these units were passed on to the MKO/NLA forces from Iraq. 
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Pictured with an East German IFA W 50 cargo truck in its cargo bay, the PTS-2, 

or improved PTSM, with its 350-hp diesel engine, could ferry large amounts of 
troops, supplies, trucks and artillery pieces across waterways and marshes. These 
large amphibious vehicles have seen action in countries ranging from Angola, 
Croatia and Ukraine, and represent only one in a series of this type of amphibious 
transporters. 


Iraqi YW531 


The YW531, or Type 63 APC, is a first-generation Chinese APC of extremely simple 
and robust construction. Iraq procured at least 650 of this series of vehicles 
between 1982 and 1988. These cheap APCs were supplied with command and 
control variants and ambulance variants. This example wears the markings of the 
Iraqi 6th Armoured Division, as discovered by coalition forces in Kuwait in 1991. 
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Iraqi 253 152mm Akatsiya 


The 253 152mm self-propelled howitzer was the Soviet equivalent of the US 
M109 series. The Akatsiya was widely exported throughout the Arab world, but 
in the Iran-Iraq War it was outranged by Iranian M109s, M110s, and Koksans. 
Iraqi crews tended to replace the commander's 7.62 mm machine gun with the 
heavier DShK 12.7 mm AA gun. 


Iraqi APRA-40 MRLS| 


With its 122mm rocket launcher system, this Romanian-made DAC truck is the 
equivalent of the Soviet BM-21. Having suffered Soviet arms embargoes during 
fighting with the Kurds in the 1970s as well as during the invasion of Iran, Iraq 
pursued an active policy of procuring weapon systems from a diverse array 

of suppliers outside the Soviet Union. Some former Iraqi APRA-40s were later 
supplied to Christian militias fighting the Syrians in Lebanon. 
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F Iraqi BM-21 MRLS 


Both the Iraqis and Iranians used large amounts of BM-21 122mm MRLS based 
on the Ural-375D. This example, of the mechanized regiment of the Iraqi 
Republican Guard's 1st Armoured Division “Hammurabi”, is seen late in the war 
engaging targets on the Fao Peninsula. 


Iragi M577 


The M577 command and control variant of the M113 series saw much use 

by Iranian forces. Many were captured and pressed into service by the Iraqis, 
who appreciated the vehicle's large, roomy interior. The vehicle illustrated was 
seen late in the Iran-Iraq conflict, in action with a BRDM-2 and a Type WZ750 
armoured ambulance. 
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Iraqi GAZ-66 DD-53B 


This GAZ-66 chemical warfare decontamination vehicle was found abandoned 
in Kuwait after 1991, alongside an earlier-variant GAZ-63 DD-53A. These vehicles 
saw widescale use during the Iran-Iraq conflict, where the massive use of 
chemical weapons by the Iraqis was decisive in stopping Iranian human wave 
offensives and demoralizing even the most fervent Revolutionary Guards. 


Iraqi IFA W 50) 


The Iraqi army used thousands of these East German-supplied trucks during both 
conflicts, with hundreds abandoned in Kuwait. Records from the former East 
Germany show that Iraq acquired some 72,209 of these trucks. 


ja N ETE S a A ELS 
o ES EE UU w Na 


<j 
\ 


Del ED 


1 


w (| 


Ag 
70 y 7 THE IRAN IRAQ WAR AND ITS LEGACY 


Iraqi IFA W 50 


Abandoned in Kuwait and captured by US troops, this IFA W 50 belongs to 

the 2nd Mechanized Regiment of the Iraqi Republican Guard's 2nd Armoured 
Division “Medinah Manarwah". Iraqi IFA trucks featured pressed metal cargo bays, 
in contrast to the wooden ones sold to Iran. 
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Iraqi JVBT-55 KS 


The Iraqi army used the export model of the Czech-built JVBT-55 KS from the 
onset of its attack on Iran. These would later be joined by other dedicated ARVs 
such as the Type 653 and WZT-2. The JVBT-55 features a BTU-55 dozer blade 
(sometimes removed in Iraqi service) and a 15-ton crane. These vehicles were 
also exported to Syria and Libya. 
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Iraqi WZT-2 ARV 


Another useful ARV in Iraqi service was the Polish-built WZT-2 ARV. This 
somewhat more streamlined and low-slung ARV was also exported to India and 
Yugoslavia. This particular vehicle was captured by US forces during the invasion 
of Iraq in 2003. One of the last remaining ex-Iraqi WZT-2s in service was seen in 
Iran as late as 2018. 


This system, named S-75 Dvina by its Soviet designers, was used by both Iraq 
and Iran. Both nations also used the Chinese-made copy of the SA-2, known as 
the HQ-2J. This example is seen being towed by a ZiL-131-based tractor unit. In 
Iraqi service, these units were part of a much wider SAM and AA gun defensive 

system, designed to counter the fairly effective Iranian air force. 
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The Iraqis used this short-range artillery rocket in massive numbers to fire 

at encircled Iranian cities during the early stages of the Iran-Iraq War. These 
powerful missiles, named 9K52 Luna by the Soviets, were an important part 

of the Iraqi rocket artillery and were also found abandoned and destroyed in 
Kuwait after 1991. This example bears a simple red triangle on the front cab door, 
indicating it belongs to a Republican Guard unit. It was captured by US Marines 
during Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
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Iraqi SA-6 Gainful 


The SA-6 (2K12 Kub) was a highly successful, medium-range SAM system which 
achieved major success for Egypt during the early stages of the Yom Kippur War. 
During the Iran-Iraq War, the Iraqis downed numerous Iranian F-5E and a number 
of F-4 Phantoms with these systems. They were used to defend strategic targets, 
such as oilfields and air bases, during the early years of the war. This vehicle, 
captured in Kuwait in 1991, wears the camouflage and markings of the Iraqi 
Republican Guard's 6th Motorized Infantry Division “Nebuchadnezzar”. 
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Iraqi SA-8 Gecko 


The Soviet-designed 9K33 is a highly mobile, low-altitude, short-range SAM 
system. Iraq purchased 50 of them between 1982 and 1985. These SAMs, though 
dating back to the 1960s, were highly effective when first encountered in Angola 

by the South African Defence Forces, who managed to capture one intact. In 
Iraqi service, they were part of the larger network of air defence available to Iraqi 
armoured brigades, and were used to combat Iranian helicopters and ground 
attack aircraft. 


With four missiles ready for launching and two carried on the side of the vehicle, the SA-9 (9K31 Strela-1) is 
a BDRM-based SAM designed to work in conjunction with ZSU-23-4 Shilkas at regimental level. It uses an 
infrared guidance system based on the SA-7, but in a larger, more robust missile. The Soviets were quick to 
export these to their allies after seeing them in action in the 1973 Yom Kippur War. The vehicle illustrated is 
apparently new and still wearing its Soviet green camouflage. 


SA-13 Gopher 


The SA-13 Gopher (9K35 Strela-10) was developed as a successor to the SA-9 
Gaskin. The SA-13 utilizes an MT-LB chassis, with emphasis on copious internal 
space for extra missiles, and with the addition of side floats for amphibious 
capacity. During Operation Desert Storm in 1991, SA-13s of the"Medinah 
Manarwah" and "Tawakalna" Republican Guard divisions managed to down two 
A-10s, one F-16, and an UH-60 during the withdrawal from Kuwait. 
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Iraqi Roland 2 mounted on MAN 


With an effective range of 6300 metres, the 
Franco-German Roland 2 is a short-range anti- 
aircraft missile system, designed to protect 
mobile field formations and high-value targets 
such as airfields. Iraq purchased 100 of the 
launcher units mounted on West German 
MAN 8x8 trucks. These were first delivered 

in 1982, and quickly claimed an Iranian F-4 
Phantom and F-5E. The MAN variants operated 
close to the front line, as evidenced by at least 
two photos of captured Iranian examples with 
Revolutionary Guard markings. 


Iraqi AMX-30R (Roland) 


Developed to provide SAM protection to armoured units, the AMX-30R 
possessed a higher degree of armoured protection for the missile crew 
than the truck-based variant. The Iraqis purchased only 12 or 13 of these 
armoured variants. They were probably retained within Iraq, unlike the 
MAN-based Rolands which saw action in Iran and Kuwait, a number of 
which were destroyed while attempting to protect Republican Guard 
units. 
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Iraqi AMX AuF1 GCT 155mm 


The 85 French-built AMX AuF1 self-propelled howitzers in Iraqi service seem to have been split between two 
Republican Guard units. This vehicle bears the markings of the mechanized artillery regiment of the Iraqi Republican 
Guard's 1st Armoured Division "Hammurabi" This unit, with another eighteen, was expanded in 1986 to finish off 
Iran in the final offensives, and was also deployed during the initial stages of the invasion of Kuwait, as witnessed in 
grainy footage taken by the Kuwaiti resistance. 


Iraqi AMX AuF1 GCT 155mm 


This AuF1 is one of dozens found at AI Taji, as featured in the scrapyard chapter. This example bears the 
markings of the Iraqi Republican Guard’s “Medinah Manarwah" Armoured Division, possibly of the 14th 
Mechanized Regiment; however, the marking is highly faded so identity is tentative. The green and sand 
camouflage likely indicates use in northern Iraq with this unit against the Kurds after 1991. 
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Along with the AuF1s purchased from France, the Iraqis received five AMX-30D 
ARVs to support these field pieces. This vehicle was found at Al Taji alongside the 
AuF1s of the"Medinah Manarwah" division, bearing the same camouflage and 
markings. 
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Iraqi AMX-10P 


The Iraqis purchased 100 of these French-built infantry fighting vehicles in the 
early 1980s. They received three versions, including the standard AMX-10P 

seen here, the AMX-10ECH (also known as AMX-10D) ARV, and the AMX-10SAO 
forward artillery observation variant (used in conjunction with the AuF1s). 
Illustrated here is a Republican Guard AMX-10P of the"Medinah Manarwah" 
Division's 2nd Tank Regiment, 2nd Tank Brigade. It was damaged and abandoned 
in Kuwait in 1991. 


Iraqi Faun Herkules HZ 32.25/40 


Ordered in 1974 from West Germany, the Iraqis received 969 Faun HZ 32.25/40, 
with delivery being completed by 1981. These were followed by 887 Faun Koloss 
HZ 36.40/56W between 1981 and 1983. Faun-designed trucks played a critical 
role in transporting Iraqi armour, in this case a 2S1 self-propelled howitzer, 
throughout the country in response to Iranian offensives. 
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Iraqi Faun Herkules HZ 32.25/40 


As a key part of a mobile defensive strategy, Iraq's large collection of German- 
built Fauns allowed regular army and Republican Guard units to deploy their best 
armoured units as rapid reinforcements to their extensive defences. Equipped 
with T-72 Urals, as seen here, as well as T-72Ms and T-72M'1s, these units provided 
support for defensive positions under attack. Later in the war, when they went 
over to the offensive, the Fauns provided for rapid redeployment, as seen during 
the retaking of the Fao Peninsula. 


Iraqi Faun Herkules HZ 32.25/40 


During the invasion of Kuwait, the Iraqis again used their Fauns to 

move four key Republican Guard and army units to jump-off positions. 
Totally unprepared for the devastating air campaign of Desert Storm, 
the Iraqis desperately tried to retreat, only to lose vast amounts of men 
and equipment on the so-called Highway of Death. Illustrated below is a 
damaged and abandoned Faun, loaded with an SA-6 TEL, found on a road 
leading out of Kuwait. 
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Iraqi Mercedes-Benz Unimog 404) 


The Unimog series, though widely used in Lebanon and Morocco, was used in 
relatively small numbers by the Iraqis, particularly the ambulance variant. This 
damaged Unimog 404 ambulance was captured by Iranian forces in sand brown 
livery, complete with Red Crescent markings. 
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Iraqi Mercedes-Benz Unimog U1300 


These late model Unimog variants were used by Iraqi forces towards the end of 
the Iran-Iraq War, as well as with units during the invasion and subsequent defeat 
in Kuwait. Iraq also supplied Unimog U1300s to the MKO/NLA, as demonstrated 
in their military parades. 
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Iraqi Astros Il MRLS| 


These Brazilian-built multiple rocket launchers were widely exported throughout 
the Middle East in the 1980s, with Bahrain, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and Iraq being 
primary customers. The Iraqis acquired 66 of these systems, including the Sajil-60 
fire control radar variant. These vehicles fired both SS40 and SS60 rockets, and 
saw extensive service against Iran and limited service in Kuwait. 


Another highly successful export from Brazil was the EE-11 Urutu APC, based on 
the EE-9 Cascavel armoured car (see page 101). Iraq purchased large numbers of 
both, providing these nimble vehicles to both Republican Guard units and the 
MKO/NLA. The Iranians also captured many of these vehicles from Iraq, and were 
rumoured to have purchased a large batch of EE-11s from Libya. 
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Iraqi ZiL-131 MTO-AT 


This classic Soviet-built repair vehicle is seen abandoned in Kuwait, in the 
markings of the armoured regiment of the Iraqi 16th Infantry Division. 


unm 


This Soviet-built command and control truck is seen being examined by US 
troops in Kuwait in 1991. It is adorned in the somewhat badly-painted markings 
of the Iraqi Republican Guard 3rd Artillery Regiment, “Medinah Manarwah" 
Armoured Division. 
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Iraqi GAZ-66 mobile workshop 


While this GAZ-66 looks like a standard command and control or workshop 
version, it is thought to have been locally modified for use by the 3rd Armoured 
Division “Salahuddin” An elite Iraq army unit that found itself in the thick of 
fighting in Kuwait in 1991, it lost many of its vehicles to coalition forces. 


Iraqi T-72 M1 
Another vehicle belonging to the “Saladin” Division, this well-known T-72M1 is named “Assad Babil”, or Lion of 
Babylon, as written on its sand skirts. It wears the division emblem on its rear stowage bin, and has a pair of pale 


green KMT-6 mine ploughs mounted on front of the vehicle. 
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Iraqi T-72 Ural 


After Iraqi forces effectively withdrew from Iranian territory, the Soviets 
consequently resumed delivery of arms and equipment to Iraq. One of the most 
important vehicles for Iraq forces was the T-72, which would prove to be very 
effective when used in large numbers during the final years of the conflict with 
Iran. 


(JO BS 


This early Soviet -built artillery tractor combines a T-54 style chassis with a 
ZiS-150 cab. In Soviet service, these vehicles were used to tow everything from 
heavy artillery pieces to ICBMs. In lraqi service, they were used to tow Soviet and 
Chinese artillery pieces, as well as older US M115s. These vehicles were still in 
service with lraqi forces in Kuwait in 1991. 
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The later model ATS-59 artillery tractor is a continuation of the AT-T series, 
but uses a T-55 engine and chassis, as well as components from the PTS-M 
amphibious vehicle series. These units were widely exported, with Egypt 
converting a number into MRLS variants by mounting 122mm BM-21 rocket 
launchers on their rear decks. 


Iraqi P-40/1S12 


One of the more 
interesting tractor 

units to see service 

with the Iraqis is this 
giant mobile radar unit, 
which uses a stretched 
AT-T chassis with two 
extra road wheels, and 

a large rotating radar 
mounted above the crew 
compartment. In Iraqi 
service, these vehicles 
operated in conjunction 
with missiles such as the 
SA-6 and earlier SA-3 and 
SA-2. As such, they would 
have been targeted by US 
anti-radar strike aircraft, 
known as "Wild Weasels,’ 
in 1991. 
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This 1V13 command and control vehicle, belonging to the 3rd Armoured 
Division, was found in Kuwait 1991. The 1V13 is a battery control variant of the 
MT-LB series, with extra roadwheels and an enlarged crew area. These vehicles 

contain PAB-2 AM aiming devices, rangefinders, data processors, and a generator 
unit mounted on the rear of the vehicle. 


This Iraqi 1V13 was captured by British forces in Kuwait in 1991. Wearing a worn 
and battered camouflage scheme, it lacks the floatation trim vanes normally 
mounted on the front of the vehicle. 
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Iraqi KShM-R-81 Delfin 


This Bulgarian-designed command and control variant of the MT-LB is fitted with 
R-123M, R-130M and R-31M radios, an AZI frame antenna, a generator and an 
additional cupola on the hull roof, similar to that found on the 251 self-propelled 
howitzer. These vehicles were extensively used by Iraqi forces, both during and 
after the Saddam era. Some of these vehicles used in Kuwait featured extended 
exhausts, and a small number even fell into the hands of ISIS in more recent 
years. 
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The Scud missile system (R-17 Elbrus) was to become a major strategic weapon 
in Iraqi service. The Iraqis used FROG-7 ballistic missiles from the start of the Iran- 
Iraq War, but deployed the Scud-B against the Iranian city of Dezful in October 
1982. The limited range of the standard Scud meant the Iraqis could not reach 
Tehran with ground-based systems, whereas Iranian Scuds could reach Baghdad. 
This in turn led to the development of the longer-range Al-Hussein, an lraqi 
extended variant of the Scud, which was used in the War of the Cities. This Scud 
TEL is seen in the standard colours as inspected by UNSCOM inspectors. 
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This Iraqi Scud and its MAZ -543 TEL is interesting due to the grey and green 
camouflage scheme, seen here in 1988 during the War of the Cities. It was this 
missile offensive, coupled with Iraqi counterattacks and the downing of an 
Iranian civilian airliner by the US Navy, that convinced the Iranians to accept a 
truce with Iraq in August 1988. 


Iraqi YW750 


This Iraqi YW750 ambulance is one of many Chinese-manufactured vehicles of 
this series found abandoned in Kuwait. The Iraqis purchased hundreds of what 
had been formerly called the Type 63 series, including the standard APC and 
the command variant. This particular vehicle is of interest due to the fact that 
it retains its original Chinese camouflage scheme. This scheme continues to be 
utilized by both the PLA and the Sri Lankan army, but is no longer used in the 
Iraqi army. 


Iraqi YW751 


Another Chinese camouflaged YW series vehicle, this one being the YW751 
command and control variant which comes with five radios. These vehicles were 
normally painted in standard Iraqi sand camouflage, with divisional markings as 

seen in the photo. 


Iraqi YW750 


Another Chinese-manufactured YW750, this one being the ambulance variant, sports an interesting 
camouflage scheme of sand and green. Found abandoned in Kuwait, it has extremely faded Red 
Crescent markings. These vehicles had space for a number of stretchers and medical equipment. 
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This SA-9 (9K31 Strela-1), found abandoned in Kuwait, is painted in a standard camouflage scheme used 
throughout the earlier Iran-Iraq conflict. By 1991, this contemporary of the SA-7 would prove susceptible to Allied 
countermeasures, as would its short-range stablemate SPAAG the Shilka. Nevertheless, they would be a dangerous 
distraction in a sky full of flak and more advanced SAMs. 


Iraqi G5 155mm howitzer 


Iraq procured 100 South African G5 artillery pieces from Armscor in the mid-1980s. These advanced 
howitzers were based on Gerald Bull's design, and were not the only weapons based on his concepts 
purchased by Iraq. Austrian GC-45s were also purchased by Iraq and Iran. The Iraqis were 
impressed with both the base bleed shells and a guarantee by the South Africans 
that they would not sell these pieces to the Iranians. This G5 is seen 
abandoned in Iraq after the 2003 invasion. 
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Iraqi G5 155mm howitzer 


This camouflaged Iraqi G5 is seen abandoned in Kuwait, still attached to an Austrian Steyr truck. 
Many of these prestigious artillery pieces were used by Republican Guard units, with 
several, such as the Iraqi Republican Guard's 6th Motorized Division 
"Nebuchadnezzar" painting their markings on the trail arms. 
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This BDRM-2, with its side-mounted lights and skull and palm tree take on WW2- 
era Afrika Korps markings, is from the Iraqi 51st Mechanized Division, found 
abandoned in Kuwait in 1991. Beside the skull and palms trees logo are the 

remains of the divisional markings. 


This Chinese-manufactured ARV was recovered in Kuwait and brought back to 
the US. Of particular interest are the shortened sand skirts, resulting in a style 
reminiscent of T-72s and other, more modern Soviet tanks. This modification was 
likely done in the field by the crew. 
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Iraqi Type 653) 


This Type 653 ARV is in a dilapidated condition, with patches of rust and missing 
sand skirts. Of interest is the unit marking painted the wrong way; the symbol, 
when facing properly, represents the 3rd Regiment of the 16th Armoured 
Brigade, 6th Armoured Division. This unit used Type 69s, T-55s, and T-62s in 
Kuwait, and suffered heavy losses during Operation Desert Storm. 


This Type 69 is interesting due to the fact that it carries unidentified brigade 
markings of the 6th Armoured Division. Abandoned in Kuwait, this vehicle, like 
a small number of other Chinese-built tanks, has a Soviet KMT-6 mine plough 
attached to the front lower hull, a conversion unique to the Iraqi forces. 
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This sand-camouflaged BMD-1 was used in the initial assault and capture of 
Kuwait City in 1991. The cramped interior areas are apparent from the photo. 
However, a cramped interior and fragile suspension (driving into a tree, for 
example, can cause the BMD's roadwheels to fall off) was of little concern to the 
Iraqis, who greatly appreciated the BMD's speed and firepower. 


Another Iraqi Type 69, complete with Soviet KMT-6 mine ploughs. The photo 
depicts a 12th Armoured Division tank, which has been tagged by a British 
army engineering regiment. Of note are the missing sand skirts, smoke grenade 
launchers, and stowage cage found on some Type 69s. 


A unique Iraqi conversion of the T-55, dubbed "Enigma" by Coalition forces, 

this vehicle was used in small numbers as a command tank by the Iraqi 5th 
Mechanized Division. This unit was heavily involved in the Kuwait theatre, with 
crews abandoning their Enigmas or, in one case, crashing them into another T-55 
in a mad dash to escape down the Highway of Death into Iraqi territory. 


Iraqi OT-62R-3 MT TOPAS 


These Czech-built command variants of the BTR-50 differed from the standard 
Soviet model in having a different upper hatch layout, extra radios, a generator, 
and a portable radio mast. The vehicle illustrated is from the 3rd Armoured 


Division, found abandoned in Kuwait in 1991. The photo is of an Iraqi OT-62 
serving in Iran in 1980. 
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This ambulance conversion was produced in fairly substantial numbers in Iraq, 
with a number of them abandoned or destroyed in Kuwait. In 2003, the Iraqis 
deployed some of these vehicles with badly painted chevrons, in an attempt to 
confuse US air power during the battle for Baghdad. 
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Iraqi army and Republican Guard units made widespread use of the powerful 
and reliable MT-LB series, along with a number of variants. One of these featured 
a rear-mounted scraping spade, designed scrape out a trench with a plough 
fitted to the rear hydraulic arms when lowered into a working position. 
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Another Iraqi speciality was mounting the ZU-23-2 23mm AA gun on the rear of 
some of their MT-LBs. This mount, combined with a lightly-armoured box turret 
for the gun crew, allowed units a certain amount of protection from helicopter 
attack. However, they were more effective in providing quick and relatively long- 
distance suppressive fire against ground targets. This powerful and effective 
combination is still used today by Iraqi Shi'a militias and Kurdish units fighting 
ISIS. 
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Iraqi T-55/54 based 160mm mortar 

This Iraqi self-propelled mortar is one of a group of such vehicles found at the 

Al Taji scrapyard shortly after the 2003 invasion. This fairly simple conversion 
seems to have been developed in the post Kuwait years, when Iraq was under 
an international arms embargo, which forced the Iraqis to develop a series of 
simple, recycled weapon systems. The marking of Saddam Hussein's head on 
the upper structure is a symbol called “Nidaa al Kaad', a reference to the regime's 
programme of restoring and producing weapons during the 1990s. 
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Iraqi indigenous T-55 ARV 


This particularly interesting armoured recovery vehicle is a relatively primitive 
conversion produced by Iraqi workshops. It combines a standard T-55 hull with 
arear earth anchor and spade, reminiscent of the WW2 vintage Bergepanther. A 
large metal box for a tow cable unit with a commander's cupola appears to have 
been taken from a Chinese-built YW751. 


Iraqi OT-62/EE-9) 
This Iraqi conversion combines a Czech-built OT-62 hull with a Brazilian EE-9 
Cascaval turret, presumably from a battle-damaged EE-9 hull, to produce a 


hybrid similar to the PT-76. 


Iraqi M901 


This M901 Improved TOW Vehicle is one of 58 vehicles delivered to Kuwait before 1991, 
and subsequently captured by Iraqi forces. They were used in the defence against US 
forces in 2003. This particular M901 “Hammerhead” wears the markings of the Iraqi 
Republican Guard's 2nd Armoured Division “Medinah Manarwah’, which had been 
reconstituted after being mauled in Kuwait in 1991. 


Iraqi Land Rover 


The Iraqi military made major use of the Land Rover light weight variant, 
combined with the 105mm M40 recoilless rifle. These vehicles saw action 
throughout the Iran-Iraq conflict, the Kuwait conflict, and the 2003 invasion. This 
Land Rover sports faded markings of the Medinah Manarwah division, and like 
everything else the Iraqis threw at the US forces, it proved totally ineffective. 
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Iraqi BTR-50PK with ZU-23-2 


This BTR-50 with ZU-23-2 23mm AA gun is seen after its capture by US forces, and 
has apparently been left out in the open for some time. This vehicle may have 
been captured from lranian forces, and it has rusted, thin metal plating around 
the engine deck. This is a unique conversion, as most ZU-23-2 mounts on Iraqi 
BTR-50s were secured above the engine deck. 
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Iraqi OTR-21 Tochka 


Iraq never officially received the surface-to-surface OTR-21 from either the 
Soviets or the later Russian federation. At some point in the 1990s, the Yemen 
Arab Republic provided a single example of this vehicle and some missiles to 

the Iraqis, who presumably thought they might reverse engineer the system 
given their enhanced machine tools and missile development work. The project 
came to nothing, however, and the unit was captured by US forces in 2003. This 
Tochka bears the markings of the Iraqi Republican Guard's 1st Armoured Division 
“Hammurabi”. 
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Iraqi BRDM-2 RKh 


The BRDM-2 RKh is a radiological-chemical reconnaissance vehicle with two 
KZO-2 rectangular dispensers for dispensing warning flags, which are 
automatically emplaced into the ground in areas that are contaminated by NBC 
weapons, such as nerve agents. The widescale use of nerve gas such as sarin, 
tabun, and mustard against the Iranians and Kurds would have made these 
vehicles essential in preventing the lraqis poisoning their own troops during 
these operations. 


This rather neglected BMD-1 was found by US forces in an Iraqi base during 

the 2003 invasion. Having seen action during the Iran-Iraq War, the Kuwaiti 
conflict, and during the desperate defence of Baghdad, this fast, lightweight 
vehicle is one of the last survivors. This example bears the “Nidaa al Kaad" vehicle 
restoration badge. 
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Iraqi GAZ-66 MRLS 


In another attempt to produce their own weapons, the Iraqis took what 
appears to be aircraft rockets (of which they likely had many in storage), and 
manufactured a series of fairly simple launchers based on the layout of the 
larger BM-21. This modification was undoubtedly part of the "Nidaa al Kaad" 
programme. 


Iraqi WZT-2 ARV| 


Seen shortly after the US invasion of 2003, this Polish-built ARV is in use with 
the post-Ba'ath Iraqi army, as identified by the new flag emblem on its crane. Of 
interest is the ACAV gun turret and the large metal box mounted atop the crane 
unit. This box would have been an NBC unit belonging to either a former Iranian 

or Kuwaiti Chieftain, which were mounted on the rear turrets of those vehicles. 


The People's Mujahedin Organization of Iran, also known as the Mojahedin-e Khalq Organization, started 
life as a left-wing revolutionary group, largely composed of third-level university students. Though its 
ideology has evolved since its foundations in the 1960s, the MKO espouses an egalitarian, classless 
society based on Islamic principles; it has been described by many government agencies, including the 
UN Human Rights Commission, as a cult. 


The MKO contributed extensively to the revolution against the Shah, but when it became clear that 
the new Islamic regime of Ayatollah Khomeini would not share power with any other revolutionary 
groups, the MKO turned to mass protests, leading to arrests and executions of MKO members and 
their supporters. They then quickly turned to assassinations and bombings of regime employees and 
Revolutionary Guards. In response, the Revolutionary Guards raided MKO headquarters in a violent 
crackdown, killing many, including the MKO leader Massoud Rajavi's first wife. Many of the MKO then 
fled into exile, with the leadership setting up headquarters in France. 


With Iraqi forces having been pushed out of Iranian territory by 1982, they contended that the Iran-Iraq 
War should be ended with a negotiated settlement. To this end, Rajavi entered into an open alliance 
with the Ba'ath, and resumed terrorist attacks inside Iran. Thus, the MKO began to be seen as traitors 
by the vast majority of Iranians, which hamstrung their goal of regime change in Tehran. After being 
deported from France as part of a deal to free French hostages in Lebanon, the MKO then re-established 
itself in Iraq at the invitation of Saddam himself. 


From 1986 onwards, the MKO and its armed wing, the National Liberation Army of Iran, were held in 
considerable trust and esteem by the Ba'ath. The Iraqis supplied the NLA vast numbers of main battle 
tanks, trucks, APCs, armoured cars, and engineer equipment. The NLA forces now fought side by side 
with Iraqi forces, attacking their fellow Iranians for the last two years of the war. As the war came to a 
close, the MKO participated in Operation Forty Stars, the June 18, 1988 attack on the lranian city of 
Mehran. This operation involved massive air strikes and nerve gas attacks, leading to the capture of 
much Iranian military equipment and 3,500 Iranian casualties. Though the war was nearly over, the NLA 
planned one last offensive that would become a watershed event in MKO history. 


On July 26, 1988, six days after the ceasefire ending the Iran-Iraq War, the NLA poured over the border 
into Iran in Operation Eternal Light. After destroying the Iranian town of Eslamabad-e Gharb, a force 
of 7,000 NLA troops (which included many women soldiers), in convoys of IFA W50 trucks and EE-9 
Cascavel armoured cars, pushed into Iranian territory assuming they would be met with cheering 
crowds. Instead, they were decimated by the regime's helicopter gunships and strike aircraft. By July 29, 
the NLA survivors withdrew from Iran, leaving behind an estimated 1,400 to 4,500 casualties. Following 
the operation, the regime executed thousands of long-term MKO prisoners, along with many other 
political prisoners. The NLA base at Camp Ashraf, north of Baghdad, would become a target for Iranian 
airstrikes and ballistic missile attacks. 


After Saddam's massive defeat in Kuwait, NLA forces assisted Republican Guard units in quelling the 
resulting Shi'a and Kurdish uprisings in Iraq. Indeed, Maryam Rajavi, a co-leader of the MKO, exhorted 
her forces to "take the Kurds under your tanks, and save your bullets for the Revolutionary Guards.” With 
the 2003 invasion of Iraq and a new Shia government in Baghdad with close ties to Iran, the MKO's days 
in Iraq drew to an end. The MKO handed over 2,000 pieces of equipment to the US military, and much of 
it was taken to the Al Taji scrapyard as seen in the next chapter. Many of the surviving 3,800 members of 
the MKO were airlifted from Iraq to Albania, where they currently wait out events to see if they may play 
a new role in the turbulent geopolitics of the Middle East. 
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NLA EE-9 Cascavel 

This NLA EE-9 is seen knocked out during a failed NLA offensive into Iran in 1988. 
During Operation Eternal Light, 7,000 MKO members launched an offensive into 
Iran with limited Iraqi support, in an attempt to bring down the Iranian Khomeini 
regime. Consisting mainly of light vehicles and trucks, the NLA offensive was 
crushed by the Iranians after Iraq withdrew its air support. Of note are the 
portraits of Massoud and Maryam Rajavi, respectively the former and current 
leaders of the MKO, pasted on the turret. 


NLA lightweight Land Rover with M4O recoilless rifle 

This Spanish-built NLA Land Rover Santana is seen during Operation Eternal 
Light. These vehicles, equipped with the 105mm M40, were popular with both 
Iranian and Iraqi forces. The green-stripe camouflage was also used on Iraqi UAZ 
jeeps. These lightweight and nimble jeeps, while ideal for scouting in forward 
areas, were no match for Iranian armour, and in particular, IRIAF fighter jets and 
helicopter gunships that were able to attack the NLA convoys unmolested. 


THE IRAN IRAQ WAR AND ITS LEGACY AX 105 


NLA WZT-2 ARV| 

The NLA received all of its heavy equipment from Saddam Hussein's armouries 
and from captured Iranian stocks. This ex-Iragi army WZT-2 is one of a number of 
types of ARVs passed on to them. 


A number of Chinese-built YW series tracked APCs were provided to the MKO 
forces. This vehicle is seen in typical NLA markings, below the graffiti of bored US 
service members, in the Al Taji scrapyard. 
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NLA MT-LB MRLS| 

This NLA rocket launcher vehicle is seen in the dark green colour scheme worn 
by vehicles in the MKO parades in Iraq during the 1990s. This conversion was 
assembled by NLA workshops by mounting a pair of Chinese-built Type 63 
107mm 12-tube rocket launchers. 


NLA Chieftain MBT 


The NLA used a number of Chieftain tanks. The initial supply of these vehicles 
came from captured Iranian stocks, along with small numbers of Scorpions 
and M47Ms. After the Iraqi defeat in Kuwait in 1991, NLA units were active in 
attacking Kurdish areas during the subsequent uprisings. After 1991, former 
Kuwaiti Chieftains and ARV variants were added to the NLA stocks. 


Smelly S 


This NLA Chieftain is interesting as it has 
been modified to carry ammunition boxes 

and a Soviet DShK 12.7mm AA gun on its 
ay turret. The Iranian and MKO 
un. 


 -—— 
| c flags are also noteworthy, 
as these 
alterations are 
typical of 
the highly 
motivated 
NLA crews. 
The NLA was 
composed of 
well-educated 
Iranian men and 

women who were fanatically dedicated to 
their leadership, as seen in news footage 
from the time. 


NLA Chieftain ARRV| 


NLA armoured units were made up of broad mix of MBTs and APCs. Alongside 
these was a range of recovery vehicles, maintained by NLA engineering units. 
This NLA Chieftain ARRV is seen at the Al Taji scrapyard, shortly after 2003. 
This particular variant is probably a former Iranian vehicle. Of note is the NLA 
camouflage scheme, which was distinct from Iranian and Iraqi schemes. 
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NLA Chieftain ARRV| 


By all accounts, this particular NLA Chieftain variant should not 
exist. Having spoken to former REME members, the author was 
informed this variant was not supplied to either Iran or Kuwait; 
however the ARRV crane can be seen on this vehicle, located at Al 
Taji, and also in at least one photo of this vehicle in Iranian service. 
It seems these ARRV variants must have been discretely supplied to 
Iran, and possibly Iraq, by Britain during the Iran-Iraq War. 


This NLA T-55 is seen being driven to the AI Taji scrapyard under US supervision 
after 2003. This T-55 has been altered by NLA workshops with the addition of 
extra stowage bins and rubber mudguards, giving it a similar appearance to the 
Israeli Ti-67. 
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Another NLA T-55 in the standard green and sand camouflage, as found 
at the Al Taji scrapyard. Earlier schemes consisted of simple dark green 
stripes with white NLA markings. Of note are the Type 69-style stowage 
racks around the rear of the turret. NLA crews also added jerrycan racks on 
the rear hulls of many of their T-55s and Type 69s. 


NLA T-55/130mm 


This interesting NLA self-propelled T-55 variant is a one-off conversion, using a T-55 hull and a Chinese- 
built Type 59-1 130mm field gun. This conversion is very much in line with others found in Iraq after 
2003, including a variant with S-60 57mm AA guns mounted in an improvised turret on a T-55 hull. 


The NLA had a unit of former Iranian M109 howitzers. Many of these vehicles ended up 
abandoned at the Al Taji scrapyard, wearing their distinct MKO markings. It is an indication 
ofthe trust between Saddam Hussein and MKO leaders Massoud and Maryam Rajavi that 
this notoriously paranoid leader would allow these Iranian revolutionaries such massive fire 
power within his state. 
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LA T-72 Ura 


This early T-72 model is one of a number of T-72 types used by the NLA. Although 
these units were extremely well-armed by Middle Eastern army standards, and 
their base camps in Iraq were occasionally attacked by Iranian air and missile 
strikes, their armour assets were only used against the Kurdish uprising after the 
failure of Operation Eternal Light in 1988. 
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The photos in this section were provided by a Hungarian service person 
who runs the Facebook page Exclusive Military Hardware. He generously 
allowed us to publish some of their photos taken at Al Taji, a former Iraqi 
Republican Guard base. The images show Iraqi army, Iraqi Republican 
Guard, and MKO/NLA equipment (mostly captured from the Iranians). 
They provide not only excellent reference for model projects in derelict 
condition, complete with graffiti, but also allow the reader a glimpse of 
rarely-seen equipment from that conflict. 
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This heavily-weathered 
BRDM-2 scout vehicle's green 
and sand camouflage is faded 
and well-worn, and its wheels 
are missing. The BDRM-2, 
though lacking a powerful 
engine, played a vital role 
throughout the Iran-Iraq War. In 
the background is an NLA EE-9 
Cascavel, which was a far more 
effective armoured scout car. 


~ : : Iraqi T-62 model 1972 

NOS Iraqi forces made extensive 
use of the both the early and 
late models of the T-62. Many 
of these tanks were updated 
with Chinese sawtooth sand 
skirts (missing from this 
example), and were fitted with 
protective housings over their 
IR spotlights. This variant lacks 
the standard KMT attachment 
points on the bow armour, but 
features late style RMsh tracks. 


This NLA T-55 features 
modifications typical of NLA 
workshops. These include 
lightly-assembled jerrycan 
holders mounted above the 
rear mud guards, as well as an 
additional stowage bin on the 
rear port side of the turret. The 
three distinct NLA markings are 
clearly evident. 


113 


Iraqi T-62 model 1972 


A top shot of another 
abandoned T-62, again missing 
its side fuel canisters and 
featuring early OMsh tracks. 

Of note is the rear engine deck 
lying on the ground in front of 
the tank, while the rear radiator 
and V12 engine are just visible 
behind the turret. 


NLA Type 69 


This NLA Type 69 features a 
rear turret stowage basket, 

but lacks the side cages and 
smoke grenade launchers. The 
ventilator dome and circular 
engine bulge on the rear 
engine plate indicate this is a 
Chinese-built Type 69. The light 
metal jerrycan cages are typical 
NLA modifications, as is the 
downward-facing outlet fitted 
over the exhaust. 


Iraqi Type 653 ARV 


Rear view of a Chinese Type 
653 ARV. These vehicles were 
supplied in large numbers to 

Iraq, and many were captured 
and used by Iranian and 
Kurdish forces, with other 
examples being donated to 
the NLA. Visible in this photo 
is the telescopic crane and 
tow assembly added to the 
standard Type 69 hull. 


Iraqi T-62 model 1972 


A rear shot of a later model 
T-62, showing the distinctive 
rear engine fan bulge. This 
feature was copied by the 
Chinese from an original T-62 
which they had captured 

from the Soviets in their 
border conflict in 1969, and 
subsequently used in the Type 
69 update. Another interesting 
component is the 115mm shell 
ejection port, positioned to the 
rear of the turret. 
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Iraqi T-55 observation crane 


This T-55 observation crane 

is one of the more bizarre 

Iraqi conversions, presumably 
intended to observe Iranian 
positions after the 1988 cease- 
fire, or for observation during 
operations against the Marsh 
Arabs after the 1991 uprisings. 
Either way, this hydraulic crane 
system would have made a 
very clear target for marksmen 
on the ground. 


Iraqi T-55 160mm mortar 


These lraqi-produced 160mm 
breach-loaded mortars were 
essentially a poor man's 
self-propelled artillery piece. 
Mounted in the empty turret 
ring, the Soviet-made M1943 
towed mortar was surrounded 
by a lightly constructed metal 
box, with a simple rack for the 
large 160mm shells. 
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Iraqi T-54 160mm mortar 


Along with the modified T-55 
tank hulls, the Iraqis converted 
much older T-54 variants to 
self-propelled mortars. These 
vehicles can be identified 

by the early "spider web" 
roadwheels, which are more 
reminiscent of WW2-vintage 
T-34/85 wheels. These vehicles 
all bear the emblem of the 
“Nidaa al Kaad" programme. 
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Iraqi WZT-2 ARV 


This burned-out Polish- 
manufactured WZT-2 ARV 
was an extremely reliable 

recovery vehicle. Of interest 
on this vehicle is the addition 
of Chinese sawtooth sand 
skirts, which were apparently 
destroyed as the vehicle 
burned. Other ARVs, such 

as the Czech-built JT-55, 
occasionally had Chinese sand 
skirts fitted as well, as seen on 
at least one example captured 
in Kuwait. 


A detailed study of a later 

T-72 variant which saw service 
in Saddam's forces. Clearly 
visible are the 81mm smoke 
launchers, now obsolete 

with the presence of modern 
thermal imaging sights on 

the battlefield. To the right 

of the photo, the mount for a 
Chinese-manufactured dazzler 
light unit can be seen. This 
system is designed to interfere 
with the guidance systems of 
TOW missiles, and is similar to 
more modern Sarab units used 
in the recent civil war in Syria. 
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Another close-up view of a 
T-72M, this one a veteran of 
NLA service as evidenced 

by the Iranian flag painted 
below the gunner's sight. This 
vehicle has had its side fuel 
cells removed, showing various 
fittings and fasteners behind 
the upper sand skirts. 


A long line of Iraqi T-72s, seen 
at the former Iraqi Republican 
Guard base at Al Taji. These 
vehicles are missing their mud 
guards, side fuel and stowage 
lockers, and the stowage bins 
normally mounted on the rear 
of their turrets. Amongst these 
vehicles is an MT-LB with 

a ZU-23-2 mounted in an 
armoured turret. 


Though lacking NLA markings, 
this late model T-55, featuring 

a T-62-type DShK 12.7mm 

AA gun cupola, is painted in 
what would have been the 
dark green scheme seen in 
NLA/MKO parades. Of note is 
the V12 engine air filter unit 
placed on the heavily-damaged 
starboard sponson. 
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Still wearing its parade green 
finish, this NLA BMP is missing 
its sand skirts. Barely visible are 
the remains of the white paint 
applied to the roadwheels for 
parade display. With its hatches 
and engine panels open, the 
vehicle appears to have been 
ransacked a source for parts. 


This Iraqi MT-LB appears to be 
missing most of its external 
fittings. Of interest are the 
extended tracks. Though these 
were specially designed for 
snow and mud conditions 
found in Russia and Eastern 
Europe, they were also very 
useful on sandy ground and in 
the muddy, marshy conditions 
of southern Iraq. 


NLA MT-LB with ZU-23-2 

This NLA vehicle is interesting 
due to the fact it has not been 
modified in the typical Iraqi 
fashion. Usually, an armoured 
box was mounted to the gun 
for crew protection, as seen in 
image 214. This vehicle also has 
extended tracks. The remnants 
of its NLA markings are visible. 
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NLA MT-LB with ZU-23-2 
Another NLA MT-LB, outfitted 
out in similar fashion as the 
previous vehicle. This example 
has apparently been ransacked 
as a source for engine and 
transmission parts. Of note 

are the gun crew platform, 
ammunition stowage box, and 
ae front mudguards. 
[- 
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This is a more standard Iraqi 
conversion, with a ZU-23-2 
minus its gun barrels and 
wheels. Of note is the Iraqi 
Republican Guard emblem 
of the 1st Armoured Division 
“Hammurabi”. This may have 
been among the few vehicles 
that managed to escape from 
Kuwait to fight another day. 


Iraqi OT M-60PB 


This Yugoslavian-manufactured 
APC was developed as a 

simple troop carrier in 1956. 
This particular example is a 
dedicated anti-tank variant, 
armed with twin 82mm 
recoilless rifles mounted on the 
rear of the hull. 
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Iraqi OT M-60P 


Here we see the standard 
variant of this heavily 
weathered, Yugoslavian-built 
APC. Iraq purchased 190 

of these robust little troop 
carriers, and they saw plenty of 
action during the early stages 
of the Iran-Iraq War. However, 
this vehicle saw much more 
action in the Balkan wars, 
mostly with Serbian forces, and 
to a lesser extent, Croatian, 
Bosnian, and Slovenian forces. 


This former Iranian M577, used 
by Iraqi forces and then passed 
on to the NLA, bears the very 
faded camouflage scheme of 
its late owners. Of note is the 
missing auxiliary generator 
unit, normally mounted on 

the front of the raised crew 
compartment on these 
vehicles. 


Another NLA M577 command 
and control vehicle in a similar 
state of disrepair. These 
vehicles provided comfortable 
space to commanders and 
crew, especially in the hot 
desert climate of Iraq and Iran, 
compared to their cramped 
and non-air conditioned Soviet 
and Chinese alternatives. 


ALL 
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NLA M113 mortar carrier| 


Besides the very colourful 
graffiti expressing the love of 
some soldier from Operation 
Iraqi Freedom for Booky, this 
former Iranian M113 looks fairly 
standard from this angle. 


NLA M113 mortar carrier| 


On the same vehicle, the 
remains of the NLA markings 
are visible on the starboard 
side. Visible amongst the 
graffiti is the improvised 
stowage arrangement for 
carrying the Soviet-designed 
120mm PM-43 mortar dating 
from WW2. However, this could 
also be a Chinese Type 53 copy 
of that weapon. The NLA were 
particularly adept at these 
types of updates. 


Iraqi EE-9 Cascavel 


These Brazilian-built armoured 
cars were a tremendous success 
for the Brazilian arms company 
Engesa, who sold thousands 
throughout the developing world. 
EE-9s saw service with the Iraqis 
throughout all of their campaigns. 
XS | More recent examples, such 
aye é B à So as this one seen at Al Taji, have 
E SS / been repaired with new engines, 

wheels, and weapons by Shi'a 
militias, and put back into service 
intheir battles against ISIS. Some 
EE-9s have been seen outfitted 
with KPV 14.5mm AA guns and 
73mm 2A28 Grom smoothbore 

guns salvaged from BMP-1s. 
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NLA EE-9 Cascavel 

Another cannibalized EE-9 
Cascavel formerly belonging 
to the NLA forces. This vehicle 
may be one of the survivors 
of the disastrous Operation 
Eternal Light of 1988. Its MKO 
markings are clearly visible on 
the turret. 


Iraqi BTR-60PB 


This BTR-60PB APC is in 
relatively good condition 
(unlike many such vehicles at Al 
Taji, it retains its wheels). These 
Soviet-designed APCs proved 
themselves to be a liability for 
Soviet troops in Afghanistan, 
and was consequently replaced 
by the more capable BTR-70 
and 80 series. There is thus little 
reason to believe the Iranians 
and lragis to have found them 
any better on the modern 
battlefield. 


This NLA BTR-60P12 has lost 
all its fittings, such as the 
telescopic radio mast, foldable 
radio frame, and equipment 
boxes, indicating that NLA 
forces may have instead 

used this vehicle as a simple 
transporter. Of note are the 
empty wheel hubs, carefully 
wrapped in oil cloth for 
preservation. This vehicle was 
seen in one of the large NLA 
parades in front of the MKO 
leadership. 
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Iraqi AMX AuF1 GCT 155mm 


This impressive French-built 
self-propelled howitzer is seen 
at Al Taji alongside an 
AMX-30D ARV, five of which 
were supplied in the shipments 
of AuF1s. These particular 
vehicles belonged to the 

Iraqi Republican Guard's 2nd 
Armoured Division "Medinah 
Manarwah’, as indicated by 

the circular markings with red 
triangle centres. This unit saw 
extensive service in both the 
final offensives against Iran and 
the disastrous rout in Kuwait. 


Iraqi AMX AuF1 GCT 155mm 


Detailed view of a derelict 
AuF 1 turret. This vehicle 
belongs to a sister unit of the 
“Medinah Manarwah’ division, 
which wore green and sand 
camouflage. This particular 
AuF 1 is painted in overall 
sand-coloured camouflage, 
and still bears the remains of 
the square, blue background 
and centred red triangle of 
the artillery regiment of the 
Iraqi Republican Guard's 

1st Armoured Division 
“Hammurabi”, as seen in Kuwait 
during the initial stages of the 
invasion. 


Iraqi AMX AuF1 GCT 155mm 


A useful rear view of these 
derelict vehicles, showing the 
position of the"Hammurabi" 
division marking on the back 
of the turret. The missing 
panels show the pale green 
transmission unit, along with 
crumpled sand skirts which 
were unique to Iraqi and Saudi 
AuF1s. 
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A side shot of an AMX-30D 

ARV and AuF1, both of the 
“Medinah Manarwah’ division, 
in the remains of their sand and 
green camouflage, complete 
with unit markings on the 

rear stowage bin of the ARV. 

Of note are the remains of 
what appears to be a pile of 
shredded sand bags atop the 
AuF 1 turret. 


Detail shot of the previously- 
mentioned ARY, only five of 
which were supplied to Iraq. 
Of note is the condition of the 
heavily worn rubber track pads. 


Iraqi AMX AuF1 GCT 155mm 


One that didn't get away, 

this AuF1, a veteran of the 
“Hammurabi” division, was 
presumably hit by US airpower 
on the retreat from Kuwait. It 
was probably destroyed inside 
Iraq proper or in engagements 
during the violent suppression 
of the Shi'a and Kurdish 
uprisings in 1991; either way it 
was towed back to AI Taji to be 
used as a source for precious 
spare parts. 
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Iraqi AMX AuF1 GCT 155mm 


This battered and damaged AuF1, 
formerly of the"Hammurabi" 
division, is in relatively good 
condition and could possibly 
be repaired. There was talk of a 
French arms company restoring 
—_ the repairable AuF 1s at Al Taji; 
ELA AN POM however, the prevalence of 
2247 EN US-built M109 self-propelled 
Wire eA howitzers, along with Russian-built 

gn : TOS-1 MRLS, deployed by Iraqi 
units in the fight against ISIS has 
probably rendered this moot. Of 
note are the ammunition bays 
in the rear of the turret for the 
155mm howitzer rounds. 


Iraqi AMX-10P 

The French-built AMX-10P is 

a well-armed and armoured 
amphibious infantry fighting 
vehicle, which proved 
extremely popular throughout 
the Middle East, being 
purchased by Saudi Arabia, 
Qatar and Iraq. The main 
armament of the AMX-10P is 

a 20mm autocannon, which, 
compared to that of the BMP-2, 
is much more advanced. These 
vehicles were reserved for use 
by Republican Guard units, 
such as the 2nd Brigade of the 
“Medinah Manarwah'" division 
(as seen on page 75), some of 
which were knocked out or 
captured in Kuwait. 


SNES 


Top shot of the complex 
unmanned turret of the 
AMX-10P, showing the two 
large access hatches to the rear. 
Behind it sit two MT-LBs, one of 
which has an empty 

ZU-23-2 turret. Between them 
is a Chinese-built YW751 
command and control vehicle. 
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Iraqi AMX-10D 


Front view of an AMX-10D, also 
known as the AMX-10ECH. This 
variant differs from the 
AMX-10P due to the fitting 

of a large hydraulic crane to 
rear port side of the vehicle, as 
well as the removal of the two 
large access hatches. Of note 

is the engine and transmission 
bays, which are protected by 
relatively thin armour. 


Iraqi AMX-10D 


A rear shot of the 

AMX-10D, showing the back 
of the hydraulic crane and 

the fairly packed rear crew 
compartment. This variant has 
only a single rear exit door, 
compared to the double door 
on the standard AMX-10P. 


Iraqi SA-6 Gainful 


This SA-6 ‘Gainful/ or 2K12 Kub 
as itis called in Russian service, 
is in a quite derelict condition. 
In its heyday, the SA-6 was 

a very capable SAM. While 
serving with Egyptian forces in 
the opening stages of the 1973 
Yom Kippur War, this system 
was credited with at least 

forty known kills. During the 
Iran-Iraq War, Iraqi SA-6s took a 
heavy toll on Iranian F-5Es and 
F-4D/Es during strikes against 
Iraqi oil installations and 
infrastructure. 
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Iraqi SA-6 Gainful 


A side profile of the same 

SA-6, showing its open side 
lockers and empty missile rails. 
While the SA-6 was of little use 
against ISIS, its 2P25 TEL chassis 
were utilized by Iraqi Shi'a 
militias and police forces to 
mount all manner of weapons 
for use in the ground role. 


Iraqi P-40 Armour 

The Soviet-built 1$12, known 

to NATO as the P-40 Armour 

or Long Track, was an early 

warning/target acquisition 
RESET. mobile radar system. They 
were originally developed to 
work in conjunction with the 
SA-4 Krug, which Iraq never 
received; however, this system 
could work in conjunction with 
other Iraqi SAM systems, such 
as the SA-6, and was also used 
to provide information to crews 
of Western-built SAMs such as 
the Roland systems used by the 
Republican Guard. 


Iraqi GSP-55 Ferry 


Detail shot of the driver's 
section of this fold-down ferry 
unit that was to prove so vital 
in crossing numerous water 
barriers during battles on the 
southern front of the Iran-Iraq 
War. Such units were used to 
cross rivers like the Karun and 
parts of the Shatt al-Arab. 
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Iraqi GSP-55 Ferry 


A rear-quarter view of the 

GSP. This lightweight vehicle 

is based on a stretched PT-76 

chassis, and was produced 

in both left and right-side 

variants. Its ferries can be 

connected together, as a pair 
folding out, to create a two- 7 RS sey 

vehicle tank, APC, or truck ferry, V \G baal t MS NEw RE Wr, 


which can be achieved fairly (e 
rapidly by well-drilled crews. w 


An Iraqi P-15 Tropa radar unit, 
known to NATO as Flat Face A. 
These radars were developed 
in the early 1950s, and were 
designed to detect low and 
medium-altitude aircraft in 
conjunction with the SA-3 

Goa SAM. The fold-down radar 
elliptical parabola antennas are : ES 
seen in the transport position. T N m S 
The transport vehicle is an Zu. 
obsolete ZiL-157, a truck used 
by both Iraqi and Iranian forces 
at the start of the Iran-Iraq War. 


NLA YW750 

A front three quarter view of 
an NLA Chinese-manufactured 
ambulance variant of the YW 
APC series. These vehicles 
were robust, simple to operate, 


reliable, and inexpensive. pre 
-NER 


Consequently the Iraqis [s Le ANIMI AA AU oe ue £m 
purchased large numbers SN x NL ease me came 
of the three main variants, Sew — 8 5 

supplying them to both i : E AQ a 


secondary army units and the p : 
NLA. This vehicle wears the E 

standard sand camouflage seen 

on Iraqi vehicles in Kuwait, over 


which are the NLA markings. 
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A rear three quarter view 

of the same NLA armoured 
ambulance. Of note is the 
typical NLA jerrycan holder 
mounted atop the ambulance 
section. While the NLA 
markings and Red Crescent 
are in good condition, a swim 
vane from an MT-LB has rather 
oddly been attached to the rear 
mudguard. 


Iraqi AMX-13D ARV 


Iraq never purchased the 
AMX-13 light tank, so the 
presence of this AMX-13D 

ARV at Al Taji is of interest. It is 
thought to have been donated 
to Iraq during the Iran-Iraq 
conflict, along with 11 or 12 
AMX F3 155mm self-propelled 
howitzers. These guns had 
already seen action with 
Kuwaiti volunteer forces in the 
Golan Heights during the 1973 
Yom Kippur War. 
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SLI HAE 4 NES AA , : This Chieftain ARV is probably 
TM E NT OFS TT UM = one of 41 originally purchased 
p VPN à T by Iran during the reign of 
Vd ll the Shah, then lost in some 
of the early Iranian counter- 
offensives. Those attacks, 
which were badly planned, led 
to large numbers of Iranian 
Chieftains and M60s being 
captured by the Iraqis. This 
vehicle is missing its sand skirts 
and side stowage lockers. 
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NLA Chieftain ARV 


A rear three quarter view 

of the NLA Chieftain ARV. 
These large, heavily armoured 
vehicles, although powered by a ; d Me 
a relatively unreliable Leyland : r St c = hk. — -—— EN 
L60 engine, were too useful ue ^ q : 

to simply discard. These ARVs, 
along with the MBT variants, 
served Iran, Iraq and then 

the NLA. After these photos 
were taken, Iraqi Shi’a militias 
restored these vehicles, along 
with AMX-10Ps and many other 
types, to fighting condition. At 
least one ARV was turned into 
a massive deminer tank with 
homemade mine rollers. 


lraqi Type 83 152mm 
howitzer 


While the previous breach 
shot of the Type 83 is similar 
in layout to the Soviet D-20 or 
its Chinese Type 66 copy, it is 
the muzzle brake and barrel 
section in this shot that gives 
a true indication of the range 
and firepower of this Chinese 
hybrid. 


NLA Chieftain Mk.5) 


A side detail shot of an NLA 
Chieftain Mk.5. This Chieftain 
has lost its sand skirts and side 
stowage lockers. A canister 
attached to the stowage rack 
can be seen on the side of the 
upper stowage basket, which 
was a common modification by 
NLA crews to their Chieftains. 
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NLA Chieftain Mk.5) 


Rear view of an NLA Chieftain, 
showing all the rear stowage 
lockers and spare track links still 
in position. Uncharacteristic 

of irregular forces was the 
superlative maintenance of 
NLA equipment, which was 
superior to that of the Iraqi 
army. The NLA were well-drilled 
in the use and maintenance 

of their equipment, and kept 
their armour in a high state of 
readiness. 


NLA Chieftain Mk.5) 


Rear three quarter view of an 

NLA Chieftain. Initially, the NLA 
received former Iranian Chieftains, 
but after 1991 they received 
numbers of captured Kuwaiti 
Chieftains. Kuwait had received a 
total of 175 Chieftains beginning in 
1976. In 1990, 37 Chieftains of the 
Kuwaiti 35th Armoured Brigade 
completed a fighting withdrawal 
to Saudi Arabia, having engaged 
elements of the"Hammurabi" 
and"Medina" divisions of the Iraqi 
Republican Guard. These were the 
only Kuwaiti Chieftains to survive 
the Gulf War, the remainder having 
been destroyed or captured by the 
Iraqis. 


This former Iranian M548 cargo 
carrier is one of many variants 

of the M113 series built by the 
FMC Corporation. These vehicles 
are normally associated with the 
M109 and M107 self-propelled 
howitzers, as they carried both 
155mm and 175mm ammunition. 
These heavy loadouts meant that 
the small Detroit 6V53 2-stroke six- 
cylinder diesel required a 3-speed 
automatic Allison transmission 

to be able to move with ease off- 
road. A good example of the M548 
in operation with M109s is with 
the IDF in Lebanon in 1982. 
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The AI Taji scrapyard, which 
was a former Iraqi Republican 
Guard base, contained a large 

number of GSP-55 tank and 

vehicle ferries. These Soviet- 
built amphibious tank ferries 
had been designed with West 

German rivers in mind, as a 

Soviet advance into Western 
Europe in the 1970s or 1980s 
would have been met with a 
series of purposely-destroyed 
bridges. Instead, the 

GSP-55 saw extensive action 
in the Middle East, Africa, and 
Southeast Asia. 


A front three quarter view of a 
GSP-55. Iraqi GSP-55s proved 
to be vital not only in the start 
of operations against Iran, but 
in the battles at the end of the 
Iran-Iraq War in retaking areas 
like the Fao Peninsula. These 
units were also used by Iranian 
forces, being a simple and 
reliable piece of amphibious 
engineering. 


Iraqi IFA W 50 


According to records in 
Germany, Iraq purchased over 
seventy thousand of these 
East German IFA W 50, Iran 
purchased about 10,000. Iraqi 
versions, as seen here, had full 
metal cargo bays, and were 
also supplied to NLA forces as 
seen during Operation Eternal 
Light in 1988. 
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This former Iranian M577 has 
probably been used by the 
Iraqis and later handed over to 
the NLA, who converted it into 
an armoured ambulance as 
indicated by the highly faded 
Red Crescent markings. To the 
vehicle's right side is a gutted 
East German IFA W 50 truck 
cab. 
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The AT-T heavy artillery 

tractor is a Cold War classic, 
usually associated with early 
black and white photos 

taken at Red Square parades, 
towing massive artillery 
pieces or the latest SS series 

of intercontinental ballistic 
missiles. Small numbers of 
these heavy artillery tractors 
were exported throughout the 
developing world, but most 
countries preferred heavy-duty 
trucks such as the KrAZ-225B. 
Middle Eastern customers 
included Egypt and Iraq. Iraqi 
AT-Ts were still in use as late 

as 1991 during the invasion of 
Kuwait. 


Iraqi YW701A 


Front three quarter view of 

a YW701A in standard sand 
camouflage. Of note are the 
simple viewing hatches with 
armoured covers, the torn- 
away side mud guards, and 
what appear to be rust stains 
on the roadwheel hubs. 
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NLA YW701A 

Front view of a YW701A 
armoured command and 
control vehicle, showing the 
typical NLA jerrycan holder 
mounted on the side of the 
vehicle. This vehicle has had 
its engine bay opened, with 
the engine and various parts 
removed. Of note is the empty 
DShK 12.7mm AA mount on 
the commander's forward 
cupola. 


E. 


This US-built M109 155mm 
self-propelled howitzer was 
one of a number of self- \ — 
propelled guns captured A - SO cmm 


from the Iranians. A numb T ve EIU 
rom the Iranians. A number A 4 
of.) YN ha Che AP puo 


of these were still in service : 

with Iraqi forces in Kuwait, Y ASALIN & ES 
where some were destroyed Na QOLRY ac a 
and others captured. The NLA A 
also received captured lranian 
M109s, and several were seen 
in various propaganda parade 
photos and videos. This M109 
has been cannibalized for its 
tracks and roadwheels. 


Detail shot of an NLA M109, 
with its tracks and full ; »- z - 
complement of roadwheels pee m o-——— (LIP nw a AES v, 
intact. Of note is the recoil s ; i 
spade in transport position, 
and the large rear stowage 
baskets with light rusting. 
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Iraqi ZK.453 30mm AA gun 


This twin-barrelled, towed 

ZK.453 is of Czechoslovakian 
manufacture, and is more 
normally associated with the 
M53/59 SPAAG. The ZK.453 used 
30mm ammunition, which gave it 
a 2596 increase in range over the 
Soviet 23mm ZU-23. The ZK.453 
was exported to Syria, Cuba, 
Vietnam, Angola, and to Iraq in 
the late 1960s, along with small 
numbers of M53/59. At least one 
M53/59 was recently resurrected 
by a Shi'a militia unit, but was 
rearmed with a Chinese-built Type 
55 twin 37mm AA gun. 
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Iraqi ATL-59G 

The ATL-59G medium 

artillery tractor is essentially 

a replacement for the earlier 
AT-T. These vehicles have the 
same V12 engine found in the 
T-54/55, and are very useful 
for towing artillery pieces. In 
more recent years, Egypt has 
restored her fleet of ATL-59Gs, 
converting them into combat 
vehicles by mounting BM-21 
122mm rocket launchers on 
their rear decks. 


Iraqi ATL-59G 

Rear three quarter view of the 
ATL tractor alongside an NLA 
Chieftain and a wrecked M548 
tracked cargo carrier. The 
ATL-59G has a type of pulley 
system mounted on the rear 
port side, and it appears to still 
be in serviceable condition. 
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A rear three quarter view of an 
MT-LB. Though these vehicles 
were specifically designed to 
work in conjunction with the 
D-30 122mm artillery piece, 
they proved so reliable as troop 
carriers and weapons platforms 
that they became an essential 
component of Iraqi Republican 
Guard and army units. Of note 
are the extended track links. 


Iraqi G5 155mm howitzer 


This highly advanced artillery 
design was the product 

of Gerald Bull, a Canadian 
engineer. His work on this gun 
for the South Africans, who sold 
100 to Iraq, would lead to his 
attempt to complete perhaps 
his greatest challenge, the 
so-called Iraqi Project Babylon 
"supergun" Bull would never 
see his work on the supergun 
reach fruition, as he met an 
untimely end in his Belgium 
apartment at the hands of an 
assassin. 
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NLA M113 with M101A1 

This former Iranian M113 at Al 
Taji is most probably an NLA 
conversion, using a US-built 
M101A1 105mm howitzer 
which has been stripped down 
and mounted in the large 
open rectangular hatch above 
the crew compartment, thus 
creating a simple self-propelled 
artillery piece. 


Iraqi Type 83 152mm 
gu 

Developed by NORINCO, 

or China North Industries 
Corporation, the Type 83 
152mm howitzer was 
introduced to replace the 
earlier Type 59-1 130mm towed 
gun. Designed and produced 
in 1986, the Type 83 was not a 
massive success despite being 
highly cost effective, having a 
muzzle velocity of 955 metres 
per second, and a range of 30 
kilometres. 
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